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From the Editor’s Desk 


he Australian Orchid Review started publication back in 1936. During its exis- 
tence the AOR has published countless articles that are still referred back to for 
scientific purposes, cultural information or historical reasons. Those who are for- 
tunate to own a complete set of this periodical will know what I mean. One of the 
older issues that stuck in my memory was one that showed the first published black 
and white photographs of the Eastern Underground Orchid, which was known at 
the time as 
Cryptanthemis 
slateri. These were 
shown and written 
about in the June 1938 
issue (Vol.3, No.2). 
An Edwin Slater 
found the — subter- 
ranean plants in 1931 
at Bulahdelah, New 
South Wales, growing 
with another sapro- 
phytic orchid, 
Dipodium (probably 
D. variegatum) that he had dug up. This unusual find ended up in the hands of the 
Rev. Rupp, who described this species after its collector. Today it is now known as 
Rhizanthella slateri. Another species, R. gardneri, occurs in Western Australia. 
This enigmatic species has been the subject of many searches, to locate speci- 
mens. As all the recordings to date have been by accident. It’s a species I have 
always wanted to see, but the nearest I could previously get to it, were a couple of 
herbarium specimens 
in spirit. 
This all changed a 
couple of days ago. In 
mid-May 2002, a thir- 
teen-year-old boy 
rediscovered this 
species near Alum 
Mountain at 
Bulahdelah. Within 
days I was taken to 
this secret site to pho- 
tograph what was 
there. Unfortunately 
the colony could be doomed if the proposed site for the Bulahdelah by-pass goes 
ahead. 
We saw a number of developing flower heads, which should start blooming in 
a couple of months time. What was a greater interest to me was the discovery of 
three heads of seed capsules that appeared to be getting close to being ripe. There 
were numerous ants around the plants, plus numbers of fungus gnats, which are 
likely to be the pollinators. It’s possible that ground birds, such as lyrebirds, could 
help distribute the seed, as the ripening capsules resemble berries. 
These photographs show two developing ivory-like flowering heads, and seed 
capsules from the previous flowering. A full report will be published in a subse- 
quent issue of the AOR of this exciting find. | 


David P. Banks 
Editor, Australian Orchid Review 
dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 
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Oncidium papilio from 
Edwards’s Botanical 
Register, 1825 


Psychopsts: 


_a history 
In pictures 


Text and photographs by Rudolf Jenny 


it was mainly coloured drawings and odd prints from cop- 
perplate or steel engravings of orchids have come down to 
us from that era. Manufacturing of these printed documents was 
very costly, and hence it was not possible to illustrate all the 
orchids that had been brought to Europe in this time. This privi- 
lege was restricted to particularly popular or spectacular exotic 
species and later also to showy hybrids. Not in all cases did these 
illustrations represent reality, often the artists took some liberties 
with their depiction, and just as often the illustrated publications 
really were catalogues of orchid nurseries who brought out their 
own publications (e.g. Lindenia and Reichenbachia) or at least 
helped to finance them (e.g. Flore des Serres). Especially in 
these cases, the illustrations are often exaggerated in details and 
colour. From the often-vast amount of imported plants of a sin- 
gular species however, sometimes a selection of the best clones 
was possible as the original for the depiction. On the other hand 
occasionally the very first specimen of a species having come to 
flower was depicted, resulting in all the typical features of a 
newly imported plant or of one flowering for the first time. 
Among the genera illustrated again and again we find in the 
first place Odontoglossum and Cattleya, followed by 


| se an age where photography had no yet been invented, 


Oncidium papilio from the Botanical Cabinet, 1826 


Oncidinm, papibo, 


Paphiopedilum (as Cypripedium) and Dendrobium. Among the 
illustrations of the more exotic species we find, besides many 
others, also three members of the genus Psychopsis (then still 
classified as Oncidium). 

Without going into details of modern trends in taxonomy, we 
here present the colour illustrations of species of the genus 
Psychopsis published between 1825 and 1951, with some com- 
ments about the respective publications. All species of 
Psychopsis were originally described as Oncidium, and only 
later transferred, by and by, to Rafinesque’s genus Psychopsis. 
Although their separation from Oncidium is again under discus- 
sion, I would like for the time being to stick to Psychopsis. 


Psychopsis papilio (Lindley) H.G. Jones 
The very first coloured illustration of a Psychopsis species was 
published in 1825 in the famous journal Edwards’s Botanical 


Oncidium papilio from Curtis’s Botanical Magazine (t.2795), 1828 


Leds by So Curtis Hale pb 


Oncidium papilio from Flora Exotica, 1834 


Register (Lindley, 1825). Together with the plate of Oncidium 
papilio, John Lindley also published its first description. The 
plant was originally sent to England by Sir Ralph Woodford, then 
Governor of Trinidad, and flowered for the first time in the nurs- 
ery of Colvill in March 1824. The coloured plate by M. Hart 
shows a flower with the lip not yet expanded, together with a bud 
in the process of opening 

Edwards’s Botanical Register was published between 1815 
and 1847 in 33 volumes, besides many new descriptions of 
orchids it included a total of 440 coloured drawings of orchids. 
The journal was founded 1815 by Sydenham Edwards and he 
was editor until 1819. Between 1819 and 1829 John Bellenden 
Ker was responsible and after 1829 John Lindley took over the 
editorship. 


Oncidium papilio from Benjamin Maund’s The Botanist, 1837 


Oncidium papilio from Knowles and Westcott, The Floral Cabinet and 
Magazine of Exotic Botany 


The second illustration of Oncidium papilio followed in 1826, 
in another very famous journal, the Botanical Cabinet 
(Loddiges, 1826). The plant illustrated was originally from the 
same first import by Sir Ralph Woodford from Trinidad. The 


Oncidium papilio from Paxton’s Magazine of Botany, 1838 
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plate was done after a flowering plant in Loddiges’ collection in 
January 1926 and the artist T. Boys showed this time an almost 
perfect flower. In the 14th edition of the catalogue of Loddiges, 
also published in 1826, Oncidium papilio was offered for sale 
without indicating a price, most probably Loddiges was able to 
obtain a larger number of the plants sent to England by 
Woodford, and he was obviously able to cultivate them. 

The Botanical Cabinet was published in 20 volumes between 
1817 and 1833. The nursery Loddiges and Sons in Hackney near 
London, England, was one of the first starting with the importa- 
tion and culture of tropical orchids in Europe, in some aspects the 
Botanical Cabinet was something like an illustrated addition the 
different catalogues of the company, published between 1777 
and 1842. A total of 2000 plates were published in the 20 vol- 
umes, including some 130 plates of Orchidaceae. 

The third coloured illustration of Oncidium papilio followed 
1828 in the famous Curtis’s Botanical Magazine (t.2795), the 
plate itself was most probably done by the editor of the journal 
during that time, William Jackson Hooker himself. He also wrote 
the text and the description. Like Lindley’s plate from 1825, the 
lip of the flower is not fully expanded. Hooker got material from 
the greenhouses of the Glasgow Botanic Gardens in Scotland for 
his drawing; the plants were imported originally by Baron De 
Schack from Trinidad and flowered the first time in 1826 and 
again 1827. 

Of all botanical journals Curtis's Botanical Magazine is with- 
out doubt the best known and most famous. With an interruption 
of ten years between 1984 and 1994, the journal was published 
from 1787 till today under the same title and same format. 
Between 1984 and 1994 it was published under the new name 
Kew Magazine. William Curtis founded Curtis’s Botanical 
Magazine in 1787 with a circulation of 3000 issues. During more 
than 200 years many famous botanists like William Jackson 
Hooker, Joseph Dalton Hooker, Robert Allen Rolfe and Victor 
Summerhayes acted as editors and plates of many famous artists 
like Walter Hood Fitch, Franz Andreas Bauer and Lillian 


Oncidium papilio from Paradisus Vindobonensis 


asl 


Oncidium papilio var. limbatum from L’Horticulteur Universel, 1839 


Snelling have been published. The first orchid was Calopogon 
pulchellus (as Limodorum tuberosum), published as plate 116 in 
1790, the first epiphyte was Encyclia fragrans (as Epidendrum 
cochreatum) as plate 152 in 1791. 

Between 1827 and 1832 Pierre Corneille van Geel published 


Oncidium papilio from Flore des Serres, 1853 


ONCIDIUM PAPILIO VAR. ECHKARDTI wine c a 


Oncidium papilio var. eckhardti from L’Illustration Horticole, 1882 


his Sertum Botanicum, a collection of 594 plates of different 
plants, collected in 4 volumes. Pierre Auguste Drapiez wrote the 
text and G. Severeyns delivered the drawings (Drapiez, 1832). In 
Volume 4, 1832 we find another plate of Oncidium papilio. The 
drawing is extremely similar to the one from Hooker (Hooker, 
1828) in Curtis's Botanical Magazine, the flower shows the same 
unfolded lip and the same details of the flower are shown as 
small, additional line-drawings, it seems to be a reproduction of 
Hooker’s plate from 1828. F. Hofmeister bought Severeyns’ 
plates in Brussels and published them between 1832 and 1836 
together with German texts by Heinrich Gustav Ludwig 
Reichenbach (father) as a continuation of Iconographia 
Botanica Exotica under the name Flora Exotica. (Reichenbach, 
1834). So Severeyns’ plate of Oncidium papilio was published 
twice, once (together with French text) by Drapiez 1832 in 
Sertum Botanicum and then again in 1834 with German text by 
Reichenbach in Flora Exotica. 

George Beauchamp Knowles and Frederic Westcott published 
another drawing of Oncidium papilio, made by R. Mills, in 1837 
in their 3-volume work, The Floral Cabinet and Magazine of 
Exotic Botany (Knowles & Westcott, 1837). The drawing was 
made from a plant in the collection of John Willmore. The 
Botanical Cabinet was published between 1837 and 1840 in 3 
volumes with 137 coloured plates, 33 of them orchids. Benjamin 
Maund published another illustration of Oncidium papilio in the 
same year in the journal The Botanist. R. Mills, the same artist 
who worked for Knowles and Westcott, also did the plate. Mills 
even used the same plant from the collection of John Willmore 
in Oldford, Staffordshire, England for the drawing. Benjamin 
Maund was a chemist, botanist and bookseller by profession, 
together with John Stevens Henslow, he published 5 volumes of 
the journal The Botanist between 1836 and 1842, a collection of 
beautifully done coloured illustrations with 31 plates of orchid 
species. 

Also in the famous Paxton’s Magazine of Botany we find a 
coloured plate of Oncidium papilio, published in 1838 
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Oncidium papilio var. majus from Lindenia (1888) 


(Anonymous, 1838), Frederick William Smith was the artist, he 
also illustrated and edited the Florist’s Magazine (1835 - 1836) 
and R. Sweet’s British Flower Garden (1834 - 1835). The author 
- we don’t know whether it was Joseph Paxton himself or not - 
made a note about the culture: “No orchidaceous plant is more 
easily cultivated”, obviously the species was widely distributed 
in nurseries and collections. Paxton’s Magazine of Botany and 
Register of Flowering Plants was published by Sir Joseph 


Oncidium papilio from Dictionnaire Iconographie des Orchidées in 1896 
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Oncidium kramerianum from Xenia Orchidacea in 1855 


Paxton, famous gardener and expert for the culture of exotic 
plants including orchids, in 16 volumes between 1834 and 1849, 
768 plates were published. 

A first variety was described and illustrated in November 1839 
by Neumann in L’Horticulteur Universel (Neumann, 1839) as 
Oncidium papilio var. limbatum (Neumann, 1839). It is not very 
clear what would separate Oncidium papilio and its variety lim- 
batum, we also have no indication about the origin of the illus- 


Oncidium kramerianum from La Belgique Horticole on 1874 
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Oncidium kramerianum from Les plantes ornamentales by Alfred 
Cogniaux and Elie Marchal, 1874 
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ONCIDIUM NODOSUM 
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Oncidium kramerianum as Oncidium papilioniforme by Regel in 
Gartenflora, 1879 


trated plant, obviously the species and the variety have been cul- 
tivated together in France. The artist is not mentioned but most 
probably it was Walter Hood Fitch. The journal L’Horticulteur 
Universel was founded in 1839 and edited by Charles Antoine 
Lemaire until its end in 1845. 6 volumes were published, 
together with 264 plates. Charles Antoine Lemaire (1801 - 1871) 
was gardener and botanist, he was involved in many of the 
famous French and Belgian journals published in the 18th cen- 
tury, journals like Jardin Fleuriste, L’Illustration Horticole and 
Flore des Serres, he also described: quite a few new orchid 
species. 

This illustration from L’Horticulteur Universel is identical 
with the one published one year later, 1840, in Curtis’s Botanical 
Magazine (W.J.Hooker, 1840), the text was written by William 
Jackson Hooker, the drawing was done by Walter Hood Fitch. 
From the text it seems to be clear that the publication of the first 
description of Oncidium papilio var. limbatum was planned for 
the Curtis's Botanical Magazine and not for Lemaire’s 
Horticulteur Universel, we read in the text: “no figure has yet 
given any adequate idea of this singular and beautiful 
Oncidium”. Again the plant was selected from the same collec- 
tion by Baron De Schack in Trinidad, cultivated in the collection 
of the Glasgow Botanical Garden, like 1828 when Hooker pub- 
lished the first plate of Oncidium papilio in Curtis's Botanical 
Magazine.(2705). The variety was defined simply by its darker 
colour. 

In December 1844 Oncidium papilio was shown in a beauti- 
ful plate in the famous Paradisus Vindobonensis. Anton 
Hartinger published this book as a collection of plant illustra- 
tions cultivated in different collections in Vienna between 1841 
and 1860 with the collaboration of Stephan Endlicher, Eduard 
Fenzl and later Berthold Carl Seemann. 

1853 another beautiful illustration of Oncidium papilio was 
published in the journal Flore des Serres (Planchon & Van 
Houtte, 1853), Jules Emile Planchon wrote the text and the 
description, Louis Van Houtte wrote a short advice on culture, 
the plate was done after a plant in cultivation in Van Houtte’s 
nursery. Flore des Serres is one of the most famous Belgian jour- 
nals, published in 23 volumes as a collection of beautifully 
coloured plates and descriptions between 1845 and 1883. 

1882 another very famous Belgian journal came out with an 
illustration of Oncidium papilio. Lucien Linden, member of the 
famous Linden dynasty and nursery in Ghent, described in 
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Oncidium kramerianum from Lindenia, 1890 


L’Illustration Horticole another variety under the name of 
Oncidium papilio var. eckhardti (L.Linden, 1882). The variety 
was named after Mr. Eckhardt-Fould, owner of a small orchid 
collection in Havre, the plant itself was from Linden’s own col- 
lection. L’Illustration Horticole was published from 1854 until 
1896 in 43 volumes with hundreds of beautiful coloured plates 
of orchids, famous botanists and gardeners in Belgium like 
Lemaire, Verschaffelt, Andre, De Puydt, L.Linden, J.Linden and 
Rodigas were involved as authors or editors and many orchid 
species were illustrated and described for the first time. 
Reichenbach mentioned another so-called variety in 1849 ina 
catalogue of the collection of Jean-Pierre Pescatore in St.Cloud, 
Oncidium papilio var. majus. The same name was used 1885 by 
Benjamin Samuel Williams in the 6th edition of his Orchid 
Grower's Manual (Williams, 1885). In 1887 this variety was 
illustrated in Robert Warner and B.S. Williams famous Orchid 


Oncidium kramerianum from Reichenbachia, 1894 


Oncidium kramerianum from Dictionnaire Iconographie des Orchidées in 1900 


Album (Warner, Williams & Moore, 1887). The drawing by John 
Nugent Fitch was done from a living plant from the collection of 
C. Ingram in England. 

The same variety was illustrated again in 1888 in the third vol- 
ume of Lindenia, the drawing was made by P.de Pannemaeker, 
the text was from Lucien Linden and Emile Rodigas, the plant 
was from the Linden nursery in Ghent, Belgium. Lindenia was 
published in 17 volumes between 1885 and 1906 with 813 
coloured plates of orchids. Lindenia may be seen as an illustrated 
catalogue of the Linden collection and establishment in Ghent. 


Oncidium kramerianum from Curtis’s Botanical Magazine, 1951 


Alphonse Goossens prepared a drawing of Oncidium papilio 
and published it together with Alfred Celestin Cogniaux in 
Dictionnaire Iconographie des Orchidées in 1896. The plant 
Goossens used was from the collection of De Langhe Vervaene 
from St.Gilles, Belgium. 

The only black and white plate I would like to show is the one 


Oncidium sanderae from Curtis’s Botanical Magazine, 1910 
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published by Cogniaux in Martius’ Flora Brasiliensis 
(Cogniaux, 1906). Cogniaux used many of the famous drawings 
by Joao Barbosa Rodrigues for the part about orchids in Martius’ 
monumental work, but the drawing of Oncidium papilio seems 
to be from another source. 


Psychopsis kramerianum (Rchb.f.) H.G. Jones 


In 1855 Heinrich Gustav Reichenbach fil. described in 
Allgemeine Gartenzeitung the second species of the later genus 
Psychopsis as Oncidium kramerianum (Reichenbach, 1855). 
The description was based on a flower Reichenbach got from the 
collector Josef von Warscewicz, gathered in Ecuador. 
Reichenbach mentioned also the fact that Senator Jenisch had 
this species already in his collection in Flottbeck near Hamburg, 
Germany, imported some years earlier from Peru and cultivated 
by Franz B. Kramer. Reichenbach named the new species after 
Franz B. Kramer, one of the most successful orchid growers of 
his time in Germany. In the same year he published a second 
description and a first illustration in his Xenia Orchidacea 
(Reichenbach, 1855), his own drawing was prepared after a plant 
from Jenisch’s collection. Again in Flore des Serres of 1873 we 
find a beautiful illustration of Oncidium kramerianum, the draw- 
ing was done after a plant cultivated in the nursery of Van Houtte 
in Ghent, the text was written by Louis Van Houtte himself (Van 
Houtte, 1873). 

In 1874 Edouard Morren illustrated and described Oncidium 
kramerianum in the Belgian journal La Belgique Horticole. He 
mentioned the fact that Lindley created an own section for 
Oncidium papilio, named Glanduligera (Mooren, 1874). 
Obviously Morren had the opinion that this section would repre- 
sent an own genus (as Constantine Samuel Rafinesque had 
already proposed in 1838 when he created the genus Psychopsis 
in his Flora Telluriana) and he named it Papiliopsis. Morren 
missed to transfer Oncidium kramerianum formally to his new 
Papiliopsis but on the plate itself he mentioned also the name 
Papiliopsis nodosus, in the text we find a description under this 
name. 

In the same year the book Les plantes ornamentales was pub- 
lished by Alfred Cogniaux and Elie Marchal, in this very rarely 
seen publication another plate of Oncidium kramerianum was 
published, again as Oncidium nodosum. P. Stroobant did the 
drawing after a plant in the collection of Alexis Dalliere in 
Ghent, Belgium. The text was written by Cogniaux and Marchal 
and the authors state, according to Morren’s earlier publication 
in La Belgique Horticole, that Oncidium nodosum would not be 


Oncidium papilio from Martius’ Flora Brasiliensis, 1906 


identical with Oncidium kramerianum Rchb.f. but with the plant 
described and illustrated as Oncidium kramerianum in Flore des 
Serres (Van Houtte, 1873) in the same year. It is difficult to see 
the reason for this opinion, Van Houtte illustrated in 1873 a very 
typical Oncidium kramerianum and all authors are accepting 
today Oncidium nodosum Morren as a synonym of Oncidium 
kramerianum. 

In 1879 Eduard Regel described in Acta Horti Petropolitani 
Oncidium papilioniforme after a plant in the cultivation of the 
Botanical Garden St. Petersburg, following the author the 
species should be intermediate between Oncidium papilio and 
Oncidium kramerianum. 1880 Regel published an illustration of 


Psychopsis sanderae (Rolfe) Lueckel & Braem (left) and Psychopsis versteegianum (Pulle) Lueckel & 


Braem (right) 
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Psychopsis papilio f. latourae (Broadway) Lueckel & Jenny 


his Oncidium papilioniforme in the German journal Gartenflora. 
In the text he used the name Oncidium nodosum Morren and 
reduced his Oncidium papilioniforme to a synonym of Morren’s 
species. Regel’s plant was collected in Colombia by the famous 
Benedict Roezl, Regel mentions also the possibility that 
Morren’s Oncidium nodosum - and therefore his Oncidium papil- 
ioniforme could represent the natural hybrid between Oncidium 
papilio and Oncidium kramerianum. The artificial hybrid of the 
two species was made and registered by Kihara in 1945 under the 
name of Oncidium Kalihi. 

Oncidium kramerianum was also illustrated in 1890 in 
Lindenia. A.Goossens made the drawing after a plant cultivated 
in the Linden nursery in Ghent, the short text was by Emile 
Rodigas. This plate was used many times as black-and-white 
reproduction, 1894 in L’Illustration Horticole (Anonymous, 
1894), 1894 in Journal des Orchidées (Hermieux, 1894) and 
1898 in La Semaine Horticole (Anonymous, 1898). 

Naturally Oncidium kramerianum must not be missed in one 
of the most famous orchid books ever published, Reichenbachia. 
In the same sense as the Lindenia, the Reichenbachia was some- 
thing like a super-deluxe catalogue of the nursery of Sander in 
England and Belgium. It was published in 1888 to 1894, the 192 
plates are mostly done by G.G. Moon and the texts in German 
and English are mostly by Reichenbach himself, and later by 
Robert Allen Rolfe. 

Alphonse Goossens prepared a drawing of Oncidium krame- 
rianum and published it together with Alfred Celestin Cogniaux 
in Dictionnaire Iconographie des Orchidées in 1900. The plant 
Goossens used was from the collection of A.Madoux, 
Auderghem, Belgium. The Dictionnaire Iconographie des 
Orchidées was published by Alfred Celestin Cogniaux and 
Alphonse Goossens as a collection of plates and texts between 
1896 and 1907. A total of 826 plates of species and hybrids were 
published during this time. 

The last illustration of Oncidium kramerianum I would like to 
present is the plate by Stella Ross-Craig from Curtis’s Botanical 
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Psychopsis kramerianum (Rchb.f.) H.G.Jones 


Magazine (Summerhayes, 1951) published in 1951 witha text by 
Victor Summerhayes. Stella Ross-Craig illustrated a plant from 
the orchid collection of the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, the 
specimen came in 1940 from the famous collection of Lionel de 
Rothschild at Exbury House, near Southhampton. 
Summerhayes’ text is much more detailed than it was usual for 
the older volumes of Curtis's Botanical Magazine; it also 
includes a very clear line drawing of column and pollinia. 


Psychopsis papilio (Lindley)H.G.Jones 


ee ith PLANTAE y 


Psychopsis sanderae (Rolfe) Lueckel & Braem 


Oncidium sanderae was described by Robert Allen Rolfe in 
1910 in the Gardeners’ Chronicle (Rolfe, 1910) after a plant col- 
lected in Peru by Forget and imported by Sander in 1909, in 
August 1910 the plant was in flower for the first time. The only 
drawing by John Nugent Fitch of Oncidium sanderae was done 
after the type plant from Sander’s culture and was published in 
1911 in Curtis’s Botanical Magazine (Rolfe, 1911), incidently, it 
is a rather bizarre illustration. 

Psychopsis veersteegianum (Pulle) Lueckel & Braem 

This species was described in 1909 by Pulle (Pulle, 1909), but 
no illustrations have been published. The comparison photo- 
graph of Psychopsis sanderae next to Psychopsis veerstee- 
gianum was taken by B. Collantes. | 

Rudolf Jenny 

Moosweg 9, 3112 
Allmendingen 
Switzerland. 

e-mail: rjenny @io3s.com 
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An Introduction 
to the Genus Eria 


embers of the genus Eria appear 
Me be neglected amongst those 

orchid growers who prefer to 
cultivate species orchids. I am a little puz- 
zled by this because the majority of the 
species are easy to grow. Many have very 
attractive flowers that are, in some species, 
produced in great profusion. There is a 
good range of different colours and plants 
can range in size from the miniature 
Malaysian species Eria pellipes (6 to 10 
cm tall) to the gigantic Philippine species 
Eria longissima, which can attain heights 
of almost 2 metres. 

There are approximately 600 species in 
the genus and these have been arranged 
into sections of similar or related taxa. As 
members of the genus come under scrutiny 
by taxonomists and botanists, I feel certain 
that many of the current sections will be 
raised to generic status. 

Dr. John Lindley established the genus 
Eria in 1825 in the Botanical Register. The 
generic epithet is from the Greek word 
erion and refers to the woolly outer surface 
of the floral segments of some of the 
species. The Type species for the genus is 
the widely distributed and variable Evia 
Javanica (Sw.) Bl. 


A Selection of Species: 


Eria javanica can range in height from 
20 cm to almost 60 cm. The pseudobulbs 
are usually square in cross-section and 
bear 2 leathery, shiny leaves. The inflores- 
cence is about equal in length to the leaves 
and bears up to 30 flowers about 3 cm in 
diameter. Blooms are cream in colour with 
varying degrees of red striping (some 
clones have no striping at all). This low- 
land species has been recorded from India, 
Laos, Myanmar (Burma), Thailand, and 
Peninsular Malaysia, throughout 
Indonesia, New Guinea and_ the 
Philippines. Belongs in section Eria. 
Needs to be grown in a heated glasshouse 
in more temperate climates with a mini- 
mum temperature of 12 degrees Celsius. 

Eria ornata is a very conspicuous 
species when it is in bloom because of the 
large, bright orange bracts that adorn the 
inflorescence. The flowers themselves are 
a rather drab brown and about 2.5 cm in 
diameter. The plant is a bit of a rambler, 
with a distance of up to 15 cm between the 
pseudobulbs. This plant is best grown ona 
fairly lengthy mount that retains a bit of 
moisture. Another widely distributed low- 
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By Jim Cootes 


Eria javanica (photo Gary Yong Gee) 


Eria ornata (photo Jim Cootes) 
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Eria rhodoptera (grower J. Cootes, photo David 
Titmuss) 


land species that has been recorded from 
Thailand, Peninsular Malaysia, Sumatra, 
Java, Borneo, Sulawesi and _ the 
Philippines. It is a member of section 
Dendrolirium. Unless you live in the trop- 
ics, you will need a heated glasshouse with 
a minimum of 12 degrees Celsius to grow 
and flower at its best. 

Eria rhodoptera is endemic to the 
Philippines and is a member of the section 
Hymenaria, which has the largest number 
of species in the genus. Many of the plants 


Eria xanthochila (photo Jim Cootes) 
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Eria profusa (grower J. Cootes, photo D.P. 
Banks) 


in this section are extremely attractive and 
a specimen-sized plant can be attained in a 
15 cm pot. The 1.5 cm diameter flowers 
are creamy white and the petals are deep 
maroon. There is a yellowish bract behind 
each bloom, which only helps to enhance 
the beauty of this charming species. 
Requires a minimum of 10 degrees Celsius 
in the winter. 

Another attractive member of the sec- 
tion Hymenaria is Eria xanthocheila. This 
orchid has been recorded from the low- 
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Eria vanoverberghii (plant & photo D.P. Banks) 


lands of Thailand, Peninsular Malaysia, 
Sumatra, Java and the Philippines. The 
blooms are about 1.5 cm in diameter with 
the sepals and petals a translucent yellow. 
The bright yellow labellum is the distin- 
guishing feature of this species. There is 
some variation in the colour of the side 
lobes; in some clones the entire labellum is 
bright yellow; other specimens have red 
(in varying amounts of intensity) on the 
side lobes. David Banks has a clone that I 
collected years ago, which has variegated 
leaves, actually more a pale margin around 
the leaves. This is a very beautiful orchid 
that needs a minimum 10 degrees Celsius 
in the winter. 

Eria profusa belongs to the above sec- 
tion and is a Philippine endemic, where it 
has been found throughout the archipel- 
ago. The flowers are pale yellow to cream 
with a brighter yellow labellum and are 
about 1 cm in diameter. The inflorescence, 
pedicel, ovary and back of the flower are 
woolly. As the specific epithet suggests 
this species is a very profuse flowerer. It 
grows at elevations up to 1,000 metres. It 
is one of my favourite Eria species. Does 
best with at least 12 degrees Celsius in the 
winter. 

Some of the most floriferous Eria 
species belong to the section Mycaranthes. 
These are usually fairly large-growing 
plants and the inflorescences are produced 
from the tip of the growing point. I have 
seen as many as 6 inflorescences produced 
on Eria vanoverberghii. The white and 
maroon flowers are about 1 cm in diame- 
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Eria globifera (plant & photo D.P. Banks) 


ter and a white bract backs each bloom. 
This plant is endemic to the northern 
islands of the Philippines where it grows, 
as an epiphyte, at elevations of about 1,200 
metres. Can be successfully cultivated in a 
shadehouse, but will not take frosty condi- 
tions in winter. 

Eria oblitterata is also from section 
Mycaranthes and has been found in the 
mountains of Java, Bali and Sumatra at 
elevations of between 700 and 2,400 
metres. The plant can attain heights of 
about 65 cm and can bear up to 7 terminal 
inflorescences of 7 mm diameter blooms. 
Each inflorescence carries between 80 and 
100 flowers. A winter minimum of 8 
degrees Celsius is required for this very 
attractive species. 

Eria globifera is another member of the 
section Strongyleria, but this species is 
endemic to Vietnam. The flowers are 
always non-resupinate (i.e. labellum is 
uppermost), somewhat woolly on the outer 
surfaces of the sepals and about 3 cm in 
diameter. The plant is about 12 cm tall and 
the pseudobulbs bear only one leaf. It is a 
rarely seen species in Australian collec- 
tions, and grows best with a winter mini- 
mum of 8 degrees Celsius. 

Eria pellipes is a member of the section 
Strongyleria, characterised by the single 
terete leaf and the woolly flower. Members 
of this section are usually small-growing 
plants, which often grow in very exposed 
conditions. The harsher the habitat the 
smaller the plant. This species has been 
found in Peninsular Malaysia, Thailand 
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Eria oblitterata (grower J. Cootes, photo David Titmuss) 


Eria pellipes (photo P. O’Byrne) 


Eria pellipes (photo P. O’Byrne) 


Eria coronaria ‘Jannine’ CBM/AOC-NSW (plant & photo D.P. Banks) 


and Borneo. It grows at elevations of 
above 1,200 metres. The illustrated plant 
was only 6 cm tall and the bloom 1.5 cm in 
diameter. Illustrated plant was pho- 
tographed in situ. 

Eria longissima is the other extreme as 
far as height goes with Eria species. This 
Philippine endemic reaches heights of 2 
metres. It is a member of the large section 
Cylindrolobus. The pure white blooms are 
about 2.5 cm in diameter; the labellum is 
brownish-yellow. There are a number of 
yellow-green bracts on each inflorescence. 
The plant has only been recorded from 
Luzon at elevations of up to 1,000 metres, 
where it grows on trees. Grows best with a 


AUSTMOSS 
SPHAGNUM MOSS 


Regenerated Tasmania sphagnum 
moss. Supplying the requirements of 
individual growers, clubs and 
Societies with high quality sphagnum 
moss. Wet fresh harvested moss now 
available. 

Packs from 6 litres to 700 litres. 
Contact: 

Austmoss 81 Rowbottoms Road, 
GRANTON TAS. 7030. 

Phone: 03 6263 7753 or 0411 30 7753 
or Fax 03 6263 7987. 


email: austmoss @southcom.com.au 


winter minimum of at least 12 degrees 
Celsius. 

Eria coronaria is a member of the sec- 
tion Trichosma. This plant grows at eleva- 
tions over 1,200 metres in the mountains 
of Nepal, India, northern China, Indochina 
and Thailand. The flowers of this species 
have a remarkable resemblance to the 
commonly grown Australian native 
species Dendrobium kingianum. Grows 
best with a winter minimum of at least 8 
degrees Celsius. A very desirable species, 
with the awarded clone ‘Jannine’ one of 
the best in cultivation. 


Cultivation: 

The author has grown all the above- 
mentioned species, in either a heated 
glasshouse or a shadehouse with a fibre- 
glass roof. The only exception is Eria pel- 
lipes, which was photographed in the wild. 

The plants were all grown in plastic pots 
except for Eria rhodoptera, which was 
grown on a tree fern mount. Evia ornata is 
also a suitable candidate for mount culture 
because of the length of the rhizome. The 
potted plants were cultivated in fine bark 
with a few pea-sized pebbles to keep the 
mix aerated. The mix was kept damp at all 
times, constant air movement was always 
provided, shade was about 60% and the 
humidity always high. The plants were 
regularly fertilised with both organic and 


SPECIES ORCHIDS 


World Wide shipment; Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 
Over 700 species. Write NOW, enclose a stamp for free lists. 
D.LY. Sterile tubes of protocorm for reflask. D.LY. 


Burleigh Park Orchid Nursery 


54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 4815. 
Phone/Fax 0747 740 008 Mail Order Specialist 
Get your lists sent by email: ian@speciesorchids.com 
Propagators of the Rare, the Beautiful and the Unusual 
Orchid Species of the World. 
Web page: www.speciesorchids.com 


inorganic fertilisers at half of the manufac- 
turer’s recommendation. For example if 
the manufacturer suggests | teaspoon per 
5 litres of water use 1 teaspoon in 10 litres 
of water. The old adage of “weakly, 
weekly” is very good advice for fertilising 
orchids. 
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Eria longissima (plant & photo D.P. Banks) 
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Setting Up My Orchid House 


text and photos by Ron Boyd 


on making life easier in my orchid 

house, I find that they work for me and 
suggest that you seriously think about 
them before applying them to your orchid 
house. 

On completion of building my Orchid 
House (see photo No. 1) I started to put in 
benches on which to grow my orchids. As 
I planned to grow most from flasks or 
50mm pot seedlings, I decided to use 
25mm galvanised weldmesh. The bench 
height was to suit my height and avoid lots 
of bending, so I built at 750mm. 

Underneath the bench I built another 
bench just 150mm above the floor (see 
photo No. 2). This now gave me two zones 
in which I could grow different orchids. 
The low benches along the walls were next 
to the vents cut into the walls for fresh air, 
here I put my cooler growing orchids that 
needed the fresh cool air, for starters my 
Masdevallia’s. 

On the lower benches in the middle of 
the room I trialled my Paphiopedilum 
seedlings growing in 50mm tubes. They 
seem to love this zone as it is a bit more 
shadier and a lot cooler than on the main 
benches. 

To avoid water dripping onto the plants 
on the lower benches while watering, I 
placed under the top bench at an angle, 
clear corrugated fibreglass sheeting to 
assist in draining away the water safely to 
the end of the bench (See photo No. 2). 

Under most of the benches on the con- 
crete floor I used a strong mortar to make 
a 80mm high walled in well, in which I put 
washed river gravel the size of peas, then 


| ae like to pass on some of my ideas 
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fill it up with water, plus creating a cool 
humid zone (see photo No. 3). The open 
mesh allowed the cool moist air to rise up 
and around the plants. 

Footpaths are always hosed down regu- 
larly to keep up the humidity and keep the 
floors cool also. 

I store the rainwater collected off the 
small roof of the orchid house in a fairly 
small rainwater tank and to help store 
more I use 20 litre plastic buckets, excess 
rain water is store din them until needed 
for water plants but in the mean time it also 
helps to build up humidity on hot days (see 
bottom of photo No. 2). 

Now that I had two levels of bench 
space to grow my plants in, the walls had 


been meshed in mainly for security rea- 
sons and by hanging potted orchids here 
another zone could be utilised . Now that I 
had three zones where to grow different 
orchids in, it allowed a greater scope for 
me to grow different types of orchids from 
other parts of the world (see photo No. 4). 

With the orchids hanging on the walls a 
problem at watering time is water running 
on any plant on any plant on the bench 
below, I overcome this problem by hang- 
ing a piece of fibreglass sheeting at 45% 
angle from the wall about 300mm up from 
the bench. The fibreglass sheeting was cut 
into long strips about 300mm wide and 
then hung with wire supports. Now at 
watering time the water running from the 
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August 16, 17 & 18, 2002 


The Melbourne Orchid Spectacular, first held in 1992 is Australia’s largest annual orchid show and each year 
record numbers of exhibits and plants are entered. 


The show attracts interest and exhibitors Australia wide and from overseas and is supported by all the 
Victorian societies under the management of OSCOV. Benefits from the show are returned to the 

societies and over $10,000 is allocated to prizes for the champions and classes. Competitions 

are open to all hobbyists, societies and commercial growers across Australia. 


For those who want to start a collection or add to an already extensive one, this event is a must for you. 
In conjunction with the orchid spectacular many of Australia’s leading orchid nurseries will offer their 
latest releases for sale, many items being released for the first time. 


Kiz2 First Release 


fe. 


In conjunction with the Melbourne Orchid Spectacular, 
Collectors Corner will release divisions of flowered 
seedlings of the famous Cymbidium Little Sarah 
(Sweetheart x Sarah Jean). 


Little Sarah is one of the most exciting crosses made with 

cascading cymbidiums for the past 20 years and many of 

the crosses will be winning awards at shows for many years 
to come. Even the seedlings we have rejected have had exceptional properties. The first seedling display in June 2001 earned a HCC on its 
first showing. 


Little Sarah will be gradually released by Orchid World over the next two to three years as clones of some of the most unique hybrids become 
available. This year we will release selected divisions of the most typical form. 


The typical Little Sarah produces cascading spikes of pink flowers approximately 60 to 70mm across with 15 to 30 per spike. Foliage is 

short and compact, a plant in a 15cm pot can produce 20 or more spikes. Spikes can cascade from 30cm to 60cm. Growth is rapid with a 
first flowering plant being able to grow into a 10 spike plant in one season. Many of the plants 
we displayed in 2001 carried over 20 flower spikes per pot and were just over 4 years out of the 
lab, our record last year was 40 spikes in a 175mm pot. In 2002 divisions from selected plants will 
be offered for sale, some will be in flower, each division will be available with photographs of the 
flower in 2001 and will be numbered to identify the original plant. Bookings for plants will be 
taken from July 2002 from Collectors Corner only and will be offered from a photographic cata- 
logue. Prices will vary according to the seedling and its characteristics. 


Pictured above a typical seedling of Little Sarah and on left, Little Sarah “Snow Flake’ to be 
released in 2004. 


Collectors Corner, Gardenworld, 
810 Springvale Rd, Braeside, 3195. Phone 03 9798 5845 
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hung pots hits the angled fibreglass sheet 
and runs back to the back of the bench and 
down the walls to the floor. This leaves all 
benched plants nice and clean from above 
dripping water (see photo No. 4). 

A fourth zone was available if I needed 
to use it and this was up under the roof, 
here I could hang orchids that loved the 
heat and stronger light levels. 

My orchid house is now basically repli- 
cating nature in zones, i.e. the area under 
the roof represents high up in the tree tops, 
the high wall area, represents the mid level 
in a tree or rocky cliff face. The main 
benches represent the lower cliff face or 
tops of boulders, etc. While the lower shelf 
near the floor represents the forests floor 
or tall shady grassy plains. 

I have avoided naming most types of 
orchids as there are many species that will 
fit well in these zones, but the main ones 
that I have found that do well for me so far 
at waist height benches are my favourites. 
Paphiopedilum (species and hybrids), 
native dendrobiums and Sarcochilus, just 
to name a few. 

On the north and eastern walls I grow 
my native dendrobiums and hybrids, so far 
all seem to be growing very happy. 

On the warmer western wall I hang all 
my Cattleya collection and they just love 
the extra warmth they get there. 

The zone nearer to the roof as yet has 
not been used but Iam sure as space dwin- 
dies I will experiment in growing some 
plants up there. 

So with my utilising the extra zones that 
are in my Orchid house I can now grow 
different orchids from different climatic 
zones around the world without having to 
build separate apartments. 

You may find the area you are growing 
orchids in much different than the climate 
where I live here on the far south coast of 
NSW. I live just a few hundred metres 
above sea level and a couple of hundred 
metres from the sea, virtually frost free and 
nearly always having a cool breeze in the 
summer and warm sea breezes most days 
in the winter. 

But I am sure if you experiment with a 
few plants of no great value you will soon 
find a better spot for each of them. I at 
times find orchids that seem to be unhappy 
in the chosen spot, i.e. poor growth and a 
look of not all is well, so I will gradually 
move these plants around the orchid house 
until I find a spot they are happy with. This 
may take time but eventually you will be 
rewarded. 

After I had completed building my 
orchid house, and plants started to fill 
the benches, I came across a small prob- 
lem, pots of orchids that seem to leap off 
the benches as I walked past them, 
crashing onto the floor in a mess. Just a 
gentle touch of one’s sleeve catching a 
leaf was all that was needed. I though 
about this problem for a while. The eas- 
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iest answer was to keep the pots well 
away from the edges of the bench, but 
this deprived me of a lot of valuable 
bench space. 

Eventually, after trial and error, I came 
up with what suits my plants well, a gal- 
vanised mesh edging about 100mm high. I 
used the same 25mm galvanised weld- 
mesh that I had used on the benchtops (see 
photo No. 2). 

So far no pots have been knocked over. 
Another trick is to keep all labels on the 
inside of the pot. 


www. florafest.comt.au 
eMail: barry@florafest.com.au 


ABN 54 050 380 172 


Finally I installed two oscillating fans to 
keep the air circulating and now all the 
plants seem much happier. 

These are a few of the ideas that may 
help you in making your orchid house 
much more user friendly and I sure as my 
collection grows more problems will need 
to be solved, but until then lam happy with 
what I have achieved. 

Good growing. | 

Ron Boyd 
Kianga, NSW 2546 
rosy @acr.net.au 


Phone 04 1219 2362} 
Fax 07 4630 1102 


ACN 010 469 906 


More Florafest's Special Offers 


f Aussie Dens ... OHer AD8020: ... (Catalogue value $9 to $11 each Now discounted to $3.50 each) 
An assorted collection of 20 Quality Aussie Flowering Size Dendrobiums (all named & labelled) in 


80min Pots $70 plus $15 freight & packing 


Aussie Sarcos .., Offer AS8020: ... (Catalogue value $10 to $12 each Now discounted to $3.50 each) 
An assorted collection of 20 Quality Aussie Flowering Size Sarcochilus (all named & labelled) in 80mm 


Pots $70 plus $15 freight & packing 


Paphs ... Offer PA8015: ... (Catalogue value $11 to $15 each Now discounted to $7 each} 
An assorted collection of 15 Quality flowering size to near flowering size Paphiopedilums 
{all named & labelled) in 80mm Pots $105 plus $15 freight & packing 
f Zygos ... Offer ZYFS73: ... (Catalogue value $16 to $24 each Now discounted to $9 each) 
An assorted collection of 7 Flowering Size Quality Zygopetalum & 3 Specimen Flowering Size Promineas 
{all named & labelled) ex 140mm Pots $90 plus $15 freight & packing 
Cymbids ... Offer CY8020: ...(Catalogue value $9 to $13 each Now discounted to $4 each) 
An assorted collection of 20 Quality Cymbidiums (all named & labelled) 


ex 80mm Pots $80 plus $15 freight & packing 


Sottcanes ... Offer SCFS15:... (Catalogue value $10 to $12 each Now discounted to $4 each) 
An assorted collection of 15 Quality Flowering size Softcane Dendrobiums {all named & labelled) 


ex 100mm Pots $60 plus $15 freight & packing 


Note: Previous Special Offers are still available view our website or phone us today! 
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@ ne hall filled with orchid displays and 
LJ Floral art. One hall filled with stalls 
selling orchid plants and flasks, orchid 
pots, orchid supplies and orchid books. 
Ample parking. Wheelchair access. Plenty 
of room for buses and picnics and barbe- 
cues. Light lunches for sale and refresh- 
ments all day, catered by the Lions Club. 
Early spring in Sydney. The fragrance of 
orchid flowers. Raffles drawn throughout 
the day. Modest admission charge. 
National Park bushland with walking 
tracks and native orchids in flower. What 
more could the orchid lover ask? 
Well, the four orchid societies who got 


| | 
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together to organise the St Ives Orchid Fair 
believe that this combination of venue, show 
and vendors means we have one of the pre- 
mier orchid events in the Sydney area. 

In 1999 members of the committees of 
four local societies: Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid 
Society, Manly Warringah Orchid Society, 
North Shore Orchid Society, and the 
Warringah Group of the Australasian 
Native Orchid Society, got together to dis- 
cuss the idea of putting on an orchid event 
together. As all orchid societies are well 
aware, it has been getting harder and 
harder to find suitable venues for shows. 
Shopping centres have changed their poli- 


JUST REGEASED 


TWO NEW CATALOGUES 
CYMBIDIUM & PAPHIOPEDILUN 


_ Cym. Tangerine Mary ‘Hot Stuff’ 


-Paph micranthum var. album 


WRITE OR PHONE FOR YOUR FREE CATALOGUE 


Orders of $120 or more sent Freight Free. Small orders add $10 for rorstleackaging 
) CHECK AVAILABILITY. by poonlog 1 800 999 707 ny 
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Thelymitra ixioides (photo Bill Dobson) 


cies and prize money sponsorship has 
become scarce. 

We thought maybe we could do some- 
thing in our area, and we did. The joint 
societies’ organising committee quickly 
became a cohesive unit and worked well 
and efficiently, and hard, and the first Fair 
took place in 2000. The four organising 
societies also had a joint sales table. After 
all, for the amount of effort put in by them 
to stage an event like this, it is only fair that 
the members of the societies who do the 
work get some benefit. 

In issuing invitations to vendors the 
organising committee was aware of the 
desirability of providing a wide range of 
quality orchids for sale. The idea was that 
buyers would have plenty of choices, and 
should be satisfied whether they were after 
flowering plants or the latest seedlings. It 
would not matter whether visitors went to 
the sales hall or displays first as the one 
entrance fee would cover both halls. 
Orchid lovers certainly like to get to the 
sales tables early! 

The quality of the orchids in the show 
for the past couple of years has been high, 
with a number of quality awards granted. 
It seemed we had a successful formula, 
and the event was repeated in 2001. The 
quality was again high. Last years Grand 
Champion was Geoff LeMarne’s 
Cymbidium Valley Splash ‘Awesome’. 

A bonus for the native orchid enthusiast 
is the location. St Ives Showground is set 
in bushland, and a short stroll from the dis- 
play and sales halls you can find native 
beauties like the “Blue Sun Orchid”, 
Thelymitra ixioides, pictured here. We are 
looking forward to the third annual St Ives 
Orchid Fair that will take place on Friday 
16th, Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th 
August 2002. There will again be an excel- 
lent range of vendors and a full list will be 
published closer to the event. | 
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Equipment 
for the Glasshouse 


By Brian Milligan 


L this article I will describe some of the 
equipment that can be installed to main- 
tain a reasonable environment for the 
orchids housed within an aluminium- 
framed glasshouse. 

Good Air Circulation is essential in 
any enclosed growing space. It helps to dry 
any water remaining on the foliage after 
watering, as well as to provide the leaves 
with a supply of fresh air with its miniscule 
but essential content of carbon dioxide. It 
also discourages attack by various types of 
fungi and insect pests, such as red spider 
and scale. 

Large overhead fans are probably best 
but they are unsuitable for most small 
glasshouses, because they tend to decapi- 
tate tall orchids and their growers! 
Oscillating fans are the next best option. 
They should be fitted near the roof so that 
they are less affected by the spray from 
misting systems etc. The switches should 
be sealed under plastic film to minimise 
corrosion and the possibility of electrical 
shorting etc. I strongly recommend that 
you get an electrician to install a safety 
switch in your meter box to minimise the 
chances of electric shocks during mishaps. 
Glasshouse fans should operate continu- 
ously; they usually last for several years 
under these conditions. 

Heating. If you intend to confine your 
collection to cool-growing orchids, then 
you don’t need a heater. But if you can pro- 
vide some heat in winter, say to a mini- 
mum temperature of 8°C, you will find 
that many of these orchids will grow bet- 
ter and you will also be able to grow many 


orchids that struggle without heat. By 
maintaining a minimum temperature of 
12°C, you will be able to grow that large 
group of orchids described in orchid books 
as requiring ‘intermediate’ conditions. 

There are three basic types of 
glasshouse heater available in Melbourne. 
The Bato gas heater has the advantage that 
it is cheaper to run than electric heaters but 
gas heaters do have some disadvantages. 
I’ve heard of cases in which the pilot light 
has blown out during windstorms and oth- 
ers in which the flue has developed a leak, 
resulting in loss of buds and poor growth 
because of the plant-toxic flue gases emit- 
ted by old gas heaters. 

Electric fan heaters are widely used 
because they are easy to install. However, 
they are expensive to operate and the dry 
air they emit can dry out adjacent plants 
very quickly. Specially designed 
glasshouse fans, such as the Gem heater, 
are recommended because their electric 
elements are sealed in a waterproof casing, 
so that they can withstand the occasional 
misdirected squirt of water. Ordinary 
domestic fan heaters usual blow up when 
hit by a jet of water! 

Probably best of all is a ducted heating 
system in which hot water is circulated 
beneath the benches via finned pipes. A 
domestic hot water system is often used to 
heat the water, which is circulated by a 
thermostatically controlled electric water 
pump. This type of system has a far less 
drying effect than a fan heater. Whatever 
type of heating you decide to use, a maxi- 
mum/minimum thermometer is an essen- 
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KEITHS NURSERY 2 
(THE FAMILY BUSINESS) 

25 Oonoonba Road, Idalia, Townsville, Qld 4811 
Phone: (07) 4778 1329 Fax: (07) 4778 1330 
A.H. (07) 4778 4234 
Email: sales @keithsnursery.com.au 
Web Page: http://www.keithsnursery.com.au 


FoR SPECIES AND HYBRID ORCHIDS INCLUDING 
FLOWERING SIZE DIVISIONS OF OUR SELECTED CATTLEYA STOCK. 
OUR SPECIES ARE MOSTLY FROM IMPORTED STOCK. 

Send SAE or Email for our Catalogue. 


How YOUR 
COMPUTER 
CAN HELP 
YOUR 
WINDOWSILL 


prchidwebrora 


If your sunny windowsill is lonely and in 
need of something green and flowery, 
log on now to the American Orchid 
Society’s very popular Web site — 
Orchid Web® — for helpful and exten- 
sive tips on orchid growing. Enjoy 
inspiring color photographs, a calen- 
dar of orchid events and other helpful 
orchid advice. Orchid Forum, devel- 
oped as an information exchange plat- 
form, is visited regularly by novice and 


advanced growers throughout the world. 


Founded in 1921, the AOS is the 
world’s number-one orchid-information 
source — just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership appli- 
cation is available along with conve- 


nient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


American Orchid Society 

16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, Florida 33446-4351 
Telephone 561-404-2000 

Fax 561-404-2100 

E-mail TheAOS@aos.org 

Web site orchidweb.org 
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tial piece of equipment you will need to 
monitor its effectiveness. 

Cooling. Glasshouses function by trap- 
ping the sun’s rays — a highly desirable 
property in winter but not at other times, 
when glasshouses can rapidly overheat. 
On a sunny summer day, the air in a 
glasshouse will soon reach 40°C or more, 
even if a protective layer of shade cloth has 
been fitted. Most orchids suffer from heat 
stress and cease to grow at temperatures 
above 30°C, so it is important to limit the 
temperature in a glasshouse to this figure, 
or preferably less. 

There are several ways to keep a 
glasshouse cool. One is to fit a shade cloth 
cover, which most growers fit in late 
September and remove at the end of April. 
I fit a second layer of shade cloth during 
the hottest months (January and February). 
But shade cloth by itself is not enough. 
Roofing vents should also be opened in hot 
weather to allow hot air to escape. 
Corresponding vents near floor level are 
desirable, as they will admit cool air, 
which can then flow through the house 
before escaping through the roof vents. 
Some glasshouses have automatic openers 
for the roof vents. These can be adjusted so 
that they begin to open the vents when the 
temperature reaches a preset figure, usu- 
ally about 20-25°C. 


SHADE CLOTH 


OV ELZ & 


Key Rings e Brooches 
Cuff Links e Tie Tacks 
Lapel Pins e Medals 
Paperknives e Paperweights 
Wall & Award Plaques 
School Identification Badges 


No Set Up Costs 


= Sub/ 2026 


JUVELLE 
BADGES 


321 FOREST ROAD 
BEXLEY NSW 2207 


AOR 069 


DISCOUNT PRICES 
Queensland’s largest range of shadecloth 
1830m 3660mm 
AUT D 30% (vlight) GREEN $5.25 “ae i050 S400 
% (v/lig i F 
TOP ANTEER 50% (light) GREEN, BLACK © $450 $200 $9.00 $400 
CUAL aT Bui! Ha ten ee Gan) ee 
% (hea f 
sMA ROBL lees per 30m roll per 30m roll 
ALSO AVAILABLE 90% (v/heavy) GREEN $7.15 $205 $14.30 $41 


Polyshade is a waterproof shade cloth. It is available in only one width 1830mm (6’) and offers 50% shade with a 99% UV block-out. Green or Biscuit $8.25 
per m, $368.50 per 50m roll. Solarweave is a waterproof hot house fabric. 2050mm width. $4.40 per m. $181.50 per 50m roll. (We can have the Polyshade 
or Solarweave electronically welded to whatever size you require.) Weed control mat is the safe solution to your weed problem. We stock 915mm (3’) and 
1830mm (6') wide. 915mm $1.20 per m, $48.00 per 50m roll,1830mm $2.10 per m, $87.90 per 50m roll. Larger widths are available (by roll lengths only). 
ALL PRICES INCUDE G.S.T. 


NEWMARKET HARDWARE 


176 Enoggera Rd, Newmarket, Q. 4051 Ph (07) 3356 0162 Country Orders Welcome. 
AL L CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 


Hills District Orchids 


(Props. Graeme, Lyn and David Banks) 
Softcane Dendrobium Pack 


14 different hybrid cultivars ex 80mm pots PLUS 
two free flowering size species orchids for only 
$100.00 post paid within Australia. 


See us at Tinonee Orchids Open Day and Show. 
Sunday July 14th. 


P.O. Box 390, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 
Phone: (02) 9674 4720 Fax: (02) 9686 3303 


E-mail: dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 
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When the ambient temperature reaches 
30°C neither of the above measures will 
provide sufficient cooling and an evapora- 
tive cooler is then needed. It’s best fitted at 
the far end of the glasshouse, where it can 
draw in outside air, which is eventually 
expelled through the partially opened 
door. This allows air, cooled by evapora- 
tion of water in the cooler, to pass over and 
around the plants before escaping through 
the doorway. Evaporative coolers use a lot 
of water on hot days and their reservoir 
may need refilling one or more times daily. 
Some growers fit a ball valve in the reser- 
voir to maintain a constant water level 
automatically. 

Underbench sprinklers, automatic 
misters and foggers are other useful aids 
that help to provide cooling and to increase 
the level of humidity in a glasshouse. It’s 
generally acknowledged that most orchids 
grow best at relative humidity levels 
between 50% and 70%. Cheap hygrome- 
ters readily allow you to check relative 
humidity and it’s $5 well spent to find out 
whether your glasshouse environment 
approaches this ideal. 

The simplest way to increase the humid- 
ity in the glasshouse is to spread scoria or 
pine bark on the floor and keep it continu- 
ally wet. While this can be done manually 
if you’re no longer a member of the work- 
ing class, it’s fairly easy to rig up (under 
the benches) a simple DIY misting system, 
coupled to a solenoid valve and an elec- 
tronic timer. My system, operating for 
only one minute at 9.00 am and again at 
2.00 pm, provides enough moisture so that 
the floor remains continually moist. 

On warm, sunny days the relative 
humidity in my glasshouse still falls below 
50% and J have therefore rigged up a sys- 
tem comprising sixteen fogging nozzles 
(in four groups) controlled by a timer so 
that they emit a fine mist of water for five 
seconds every ten minutes (a humidistat 
would provide even better control, espe- 
cially when the sun pops in and out during 
partly cloudy weather). 

By now you will have realised that there 
is much more to setting up a fully func- 
tional glasshouse than just erecting the 
structure. Providing water and electricity, 
heating, cooling, air circulation, auto- 
mated misting, fogging etc. usually costs 
more than the glasshouse itself, and I 
haven’t even mentioned the benches! 
It’s just as well that those sashes 
won at Showtime seem to make it all 
worthwhile! | 


Brian Milligan 

35 Tannock Street 

North Balwyn Vic 3104 

Email: 

brianmilligan @iprimus.com.au 
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A to Z of South East Asian Orchid 
Species 

by Peter O’Byrne 

172 pp. 236mm x 164mm Hardcover. 
Published by The Orchid Society of 
South East Asia, Singapore. P.O. Box 
2363, Singapore 904363 Email: 

ossea @pacific.net.sg Website: 
www.madiav.com.sg/ossea ISBN 981- 
04-4479-6, Singapore Dollars $35.00 


This is a great handbook and introduc- 
tion to the wide range of species orchids 
that are native to Southeast Asia. Peter 
O’Byrne is an enthusiastic orchidologist, 
whose first major book — Lowland Orchids 
of Papua New Guinea was critically 
acclaimed when it was published in 1994. 

Peter has lived in Singapore over the 
past decade, and has recently conducted 
major studies of the orchid flora in his 
“home patch”. This has resulted in a num- 
ber of new species being described. He has 
an obvious love of the more obscure and 
diminutive species that have been largely 
neglected in horticulture. 

There are few introductory notes to this 
book. Apart for a very brief introduction 
and an “advert” for the Orchid Society of 
South East Asia, you go straight into the 
species descriptions which are arranged 
alphabetically, from Acampe to 
Ventricularia (even though Yoania and 
Zeuxine rate a brief mention). The author 
took most of the photographs, and inter- 
estingly most of these were digital images, 
bringing the use of digital cameras to a 
higher level. I was disappointed that there 
is no list of references, so you would have 
an idea of what published works the author 
has (or has not) seen. 

All of the horticulturally popular genera 
from Southeast Asia are included in this 


neat book, including Aerides, 
Ascocentrum, Bulbophyllum, Coelogyne, 
Cymbidium, Dendrobium, 


Paphiopedilum, Phalaenopsis and Vanda. 
What sets this book apart from many oth- 
ers of its type is the vast number of orchid 
species that are depicted that this reviewer 
has not seen before, either in publications 
or in real life. Some of these are from the 
genera Adenoncos, Ascochilus, 
Brachypeza, Microtorchis, Notheria and 
Pennilabium. 

Under the generic name headings, there 
is a brief description of the genus, its mor- 
phology, distribution and horticultural 
importance. Larger genera such as 
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In Australia, the best sources for orchid books are The Australian Orchid Foundation (03 9379 3570) and Orchidaceous Books 
(07 4122 1251 or email: gmuller@mary.big.net.au). Some of the harder to obtain titles can often be obtained via the Internet 
through the bookshop of the American Orchid Society (www.orchidweb.org) or the extensive Amazon.com (www.amazon.com). 
Of course the Australian Orchid Review bookshop always has a number of popular texts in stock. 


Bulbophyllum, Den- 
drobium and Eria 
have been treated in 
the broad sense. For 
each species there is 
a thumbnail sized 
distribution map, to 
give a snapshot of the 
plants natural range, 
a simplistic drawing 
to show the plant 
habit and a number of 
icons depicting the 
temperature range, 
light intensities, 
flowering _ periods 
and cultivation tips. 
Full explanations of 
these icons are given 
on the inside back 
cover of the book. 
The species descrip- 
tions are brief and 
focuses mainly on 
where the species is 
found. 

The photographs 
are very good, and 
worth the price of the 
book alone. The back 
cover photograph of 
the author was done 
so that Peter could 
enjoy anonymity 
when walking the 
streets of Singapore! 

I thoroughly recommend _ this 
work to species orchid enthusiasts, 
particularly those with an interest in 
Southeast Asian plants. Many nurserymen 


ORCHID SOCIETY 0 


A to Z of 
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Asian Orchid 
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UTH EAST ASIA / SINGAPORE 


should also obtain a copy to help rectify 
the often myriad of species that are 
misidentified or misnamed in 
collections. | 


OrcHipaccous Boous 


Specialist supplier of ORCHID BOOKS 


A to Z of South East Asian Orchid Species 
Peter O'Byrne; 168 p; covers 401 species in 94 genera. 
$48.50 + post 


The Genus Coelogyne b. clayton 
200 p; with colour photos, maps and line drawings 
$148.50 + post 


Dendrochilum of Borneo $222.50 + post 
Orchids of Sumatra $307.50 + post 
Orchids of Sarawak $222.50 + post 


Catalogue available on request or visit our 
Web Site: www.orchidaceousbooks.com.au. 


Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 
Email: books @ orchidaceousbooks.com.au 
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The Orchadian 


Journal of the Australasian Native Orchid Society Inc. 
Edited by David P. Banks 


Dedicated to the Study and Conservation of 
Australasian Native Orchids 


Subscription Rates: (Four issues per year.) 
$30 Australia 
$35 PNG/Pacific/New Zealand 
$40 Other Countries 


Subscription applications should be 
addressed to: 


A.N.O.S.Inc., PO Box 318, 
Willoughby, NSW 2068 
Australia 


e-mail: dpbanks @ ozemail.com.au 
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NEW ON THE BOOKSHELF Book reviews by David P. Banks, Editor AOR 


Orchid genera of Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam 

by AndreSchuiteman and Ed de Vogel 

118 pp. 244mm x 170mm Softcover. Published by Nationaal 
Herbarium Nederland. P.O. Box 9514, 2300 RA Leiden, The 
Netherlands ISBN 90-71236-43-9, NLG 50.00 
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The Orchid family is by far the most species rich plant family 
in Southeast Asia. In Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam 
174 genera are known to occur. Information on these genera is 
often hidden in scientific publications, which are difficult to 
obtain, and such information is hardly available at all in the lan- 
guages of the four countries involved. World Bank and IUCN ini- 
tiated a program to finance the production of some 20 field guides 
in local languages of Southeast Asia, to increase in the countries 
there the awareness of their own biodiversity. The present guide 
to the Orchid Genera of Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam 
is among them. 

The guide is published as a bilingual book in four different edi- 
tions. The contents are the same in all editions and the text is 
given in one of the local languages as well as in English. 

The book contains the following items: * Introductory chapters 
(Introduction, Diversity and Distribution, Conservation, 
Classification) * Lists of synonyms and selected literature. * A 
newly developed, user-friendly key to the genera that uses field 
characters wherever possible. * A concise treatment of all 174 
genera, providing descriptions, distributional and ecological data, 
and miscellaneous notes. 

An added bonus is the 34 pages depicting 136 high quality 
colour photographs depicting at least one representative of the 
majority of the genera. The photographs are simply outstanding. 
This book aims at presenting an informal but scientifically accu- 
rate, bilingual (field) guide which will enable persons without a 
botanical training to identify all orchid genera from the countries 
mentioned in the title. It will also prove useful in surrounding 
countries, as most of the genera have wide distribution areas. 
Many genera occur also in India, Burma, China, Malaysia and 


Orchid Genera of Thailand 
Laos, Cambodia 
and Vietnam 
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Indonesia, quite a few even as far away as New Guinea or 
Australia. 

By providing the residents of these four countries with a reli- 
able and attractively produced guide this book will no doubt con- 


biodiversity, of which the orchids are such an intriguing compo- 
nent. 

I thoroughly recommend this book to species orchid enthusi- 
asts, and in particular those with an interest in the orchid flora of 


tribute to an increased awareness and appreciation of the local 
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Southeast Asia. 


Orchids in Victoria. 

Edited by Alan Hope and Brian 
Milligan 

64 pp. 300mm x 208mm Softcover. 
Available from Treasurer OSCOV, 9 
The Grove, Boronia Vic 3155 AUD 
$10.00 (which includes packing and 
postage) 


This informative volume features a 
wide range of articles from orchid growers 
in Victoria. It is a compilation of over forty 
articles, many written by Brian Milligan 
and Alan Hope, whose work has often fea- 
tured in the Australian Orchid Review. 

This inexpensive booklet is ideal for 
beginner and novice growers. Don’t be 
discouraged by the fact that it was written 
in southern Australia, as many of the prin- 
ciples within its pages are applicable for 
all climatic zones. There are articles on 
topics from cymbidiums, native orchids, 
species, hybrids, fertilisers, watering, pH, 


deflasking, to preparing plants for shows 
and display building. 

Congratulations to the Orchid Societies 
Council of Victoria for instigating such a 
book, jam-packed with practical informa- 
tion written in an easily understood style. 
It would be the ideal “insurance policy” 
for perspective orchid growers to buy 
when purchasing plants at nurseries, meet- 
ings and shows. Experienced growers 
would also pick up a few hints and tips 
along the way as well. | 
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THIS & THAT 


Attention AOR 
readers and 
Orchid Societies 


“This and That” is a regular feature of 
the Australian Orchid Review and 
readers and Orchid Societies are invited 


to contribute any small news items of 
interest to Orchid lovers. 

The deadline for items can be found on 
page 3. 

Address all correspondence to the 


Editor. “This and That”, Australian 
Orchid Review, 14 McGill Street, 
Lewisham, NSW 2049. 


Mountains to coast orchid 
expo 2002 


June 8th, 9th and 10th June. Sub 
tropical Orchid Council of Queensland 
Inc. 

The Expo will be held in the memorial 
Hall, King Street, Caboolture, over the 
long weekend and open to the public on 
Saturday, June 8th at 12 noon to 5pm, 
Sunday, 9am to 5pm and Monday, 9am 
to lpm. Entry: $2.00. 

Fourteen top orchid nurseries will be 
participating to cover all your orchid gen- 
era and orchid accessory requirements, 
plus books, orchid jeweller, shade houses, 
etc. and floral arrangements for sale. 
Photographs taken by Lester Ratcliffe of 
local ground orchids and species growing 
in situ in southeast Queensland and some 
unusual Western Australian species 
unlikely to be seen by many people will be 
exhibited. Potting demonstrations and cul- 
tural advice will be given by “Jim the 
Slasher” over the three days. 

All attending will be welcomed to the 
Expo by a spectacular triangle of orchids 
arranged by Caboolture, Bribie island and 
Glasshouse Country Orchid Societies who 
are the hosts for this show. The open show 
will feature benched orchids, 1m x 1m dis- 
plays, floral art and orchid photography 
competitions. 

Light refreshments available at reason- 
able cost. 

For further information please contact 
Carol Button on 07 3888 1790 


APOLOGY 


Alice’s Orchids & Foliage would like to 
apologise for being unable to attend the 
Mountains to Coast Orchid Expo 2002 for 


medical reasons. John Woolf Culture of 
Drayton, Qld. will attend in their place. 
Carol Button, Mountains to Coast Orchid 
Expo 2002. 
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Country Orchid Clubs 
Challenge 


Plans are well under way for the third 
Annual Country Orchid Clubs Challenge to be 
held on July 6th-7th in he Warrnambool 
College Hall, Grafton Road Warrnambool. 

Once again nine clubs will be competing for 
the prestigious Country Orchid Clubs 
Challenge Shield. This shield is awarded to the 
club who gains the most number of points for 
their plants and invokes great rivalry among all 
who enter the competition. 

After set-up on Friday, everyone will enjoy 
a hearty meal and great entertainment provided 
by Rex Matherson who will be detailing the 
shipwrecks of the Warrnambool coastal area. 
Rex will also have a large number of relics that 
he has retrieved from these wrecks on display. 

Saturday morning sees the official judging 
take place, with a large number of judges eager 
to exhibit their expertise. Visitors not involved 
in the judging will be able to take a bus trip to 
a “Wine & Cheese” tasting and out to view the 
whales. 

Saturday afternoon seminar will feature very 
informative talks by several professional 
orchid growers. 

Saturday night will see another fabulous 
meal, this time at the Wannon Rooms, 
Warrnambool Showgrounds, Koriot Street. 
During the evening we will hear Ern Kettle tell 
his favourite jokes and the now famous “‘Orchid 
Auction” will be conducted, along with the pre- 
sentation of all prizes. 

Sunday morning features a “Walk & Talk” 
with the judges, a very popular and informative 
session and one that should be attended by all 
orchid growers. 

Sunday afternoon will see the end of the 
2002 Challenge and once we have recovered 
we can all start preparing for next year when the 
Challenge will held in Mildura. 

The nine participating clubs would very 
happily welcome another Victorian Orchid 
Club to join them in the Challenge, if your club 
is interested please contact John Welsh, Phone 
5358 2146. 

Anyone wishing to attend the Country Orchid 
Clubs Challenge in Warrnambool i strongly 
advised to reserve their accommodation as soon 
as possible as vacancies are filling fast. 


I would like to wish all nine competing clubs 
Good Luck and hope to see you all there — John 
Welsh, Challenge Chairman 


2002 Annual Spring 
Orchid Show 


The North Brisbane Orchid Society Inc. will 
stage its 2002 Annual Spring Orchid Show in 
the Auditorium at Brisbane Botanic Gardens, 
Mt Coot-tha on Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th 
August 2002. 

This is an open show and is open to all mem- 
bers of an approved orchid society with set up 
prior to 7.30pm on Friday 23rd August. 

This years show once again should provide 
a spectacular display of both Australian and 
exotic orchids as well as ferns, bromeliads and 
foliage plants. 

The show will also feature floral arts dis- 
plays. A diverse range of orchid plants from 
seedlings to flowering plants as well as floral 
arrangements will be for sale. There will be 
daily raffles and weekend raffles. Refresh- 
ments will be available during the show. 

Potting demonstration will be conducted 
throughout the weekend and experts will be 
present to give advice on general culture. 

The opening hours for the show will be from 
9.00am to 5.00pm on Saturday and from 
9.00am to 4.30pm on Sunday. Presentation of 
trophies and prizes will be conducted at the 
conclusion of the show on Sunday. 

For any further information contact Ian 
Board, Show Secretary, phone (07) 3353 4851. 


Australian Springtime 
Flora Festival 


The Festival will be held Thursday 5th 
September to Sunday 8th September 2002 
at Mt Penang Parklands, Pacific Highway, 
Kariong near Gosford. Just one hour’s 
drive from Sydney and Newcastle along 
the F3 Expressway (take the Gosford exit). 
Or travel by train to Gosford with regular 
bus services to Festival. 
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“YOUR SPECIES SPECIALISTS” 
3 Sussex Street, Woodbum. NSW. 2472 
Phone: 02 6682 2635 ye Fax: 02 6682 2605 
Email: sales@easyorchids.com 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIES 


2002 CATALOGUE 
UPDATES 
WWW. EASYORCHIDS. 


Cedarvale 
Orchids 


Specialist breeders of Australian 
Native Orchid Species and Hybrids 
° Mail orders our specialty 
¢ Phone prior to visiting 
¢ Send S.A.E. for our current listing 
Ross & Rhonda Harvey 
16 Heather-Anne Drive 
DRAPER QLD 4520 


Telephone: (07) 3289 1953 


email: cedarvaleorchids@bigpond.com.au 
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GOSFORD 
ORCHID 
SPECTACULAR 


2nd, 3rd, 4th August 2002 


GOSFORD SHOWGROUND 
Showground Road, Gosford 


All enquiries regarding sites contact 
Margaret 02 4392 4573 


Are your plants suffering 


INTNON 


fro om extreme weather 


Semon in Orchid Houses for over 25 years 


sign Fe tures e Kit form with written instructions and video 
be Shipped everywhere ¢ Simplicity * Portability * Modular 
3 iA ga to meet your needs) ¢ No Maintenance 
e Strong ¢ Economical 


151 R ilway Parade, Thorneside, Brisbane Qld 4158 
Ph 07 3207 2793 Fax 07 3822 2307 


THIS & THAT 


The Festival times are 9am to 5pm 
(Thurs/Sat), 9am to 4pm (Sun). 

Admission prices are $12 Adults, $9 
Groups (20+) and Seniors, $4 Children (5 
to 16 years), $28 Family Ticket (2 adults 
and 3 children) (GST inclusive). 

For further information Telephone: 
02 4385 4430; Fax: 02 4385 4203 — Kathy 
Robinson, Events Co-ordinator. 


38th Tropical Queensland 
Orchid Council Conference 
and Show 2003 


The event will be hosted by the Atherton 
Orchid Society on June 7-9 2003 at the 
Atherton Community Hall, Atherton. 

For further details please contact The 
Secretary, | Atherton Orchid _ Society, 
P.O. Box 427, Atherton, Qld 4883. Phone: 
(07) 4091 3743. 

Email:  gstocker@austarnet.com.au — 
Edward J. Batey, Show Marshall 


European Orchid 
Conference and Show 
2003 


The European Orchid Conference and Show 
2003 will be held on March 13-16 2003, with a 
preview evening on March 12th. 

This is an international show with exhibits of 
orchids from all over the world. There will be 
orchid displays by large commercial nurseries, 
orchid societies, botanic gardens and dedicated 
amateurs. In addition there will be sales of 
books, orchids, paintings and sundries. 

Lectures by eminent orchidists include 
Professor Dr. Franco Bruno, Dr Phillip Cribb, 
Sandro Cusi, Dr Ed de Vogel, Gunter Gerlach, 
Olaf Gruss, Cordelia Head, Dr Tan Wee Kiat, 
Harold Koopowitz, Dr Jurgen Nieder, Hendrik 
Vorster, Joyce Stewart, Mark Griffiths, 
Vinciane Dumont, Johan Hermans, Rudolf 
Jenny, David Menzies, Isobyl la Croix and 
David Roberts. 

Visits are planned to the orchid collections at 
the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, the Royal 
Horticultural Society Garden at Wisley, the 
Eric Young Foundation in Jersey, and to several 
orchid nurseries. There will be sightseeing 
tours of London, the Royal Dockyard at 
Portsmouth, and other places of interest. The 
Houses of parliament, overlooking the River 
Thames, will be the venue for the Gala Dinner. 

To register for the Conference please 
contact:— 

Iain Wright, “The Windmill”, Vennington, 
Shrewsbury. SY5 9RG 

email eoc 2003.registrar @ which.net 

Fees to include single copy of the proceed- 
ings. 
by May 31 2002 £30 single £45 double 
June-December 2002 £40 single £55 double 
January 2003 onwards £50 single £65 double 

For more information visit the web site 
www.eoc2003.org.uk | 
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The publishers of the “Australian Orchid Review” are pleased to offer their 
readers popular Orchid and Gardening books at special discount prices. 


New titles will be added to the list when available. 


All you have to do is select the book(s) required and fill in the details 
on the form provided. 


COOL FLOWERING ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


Ross Macdonald is a highly respected orchid grower 
and photographer from the North Island of New 
Zealand. This volume is devoted to cool growing 
orchid genera, which are easy to cultivate in New 
Zealand and southern Australia. Growers in tropical 
areas should not be discouraged, as many of these 
orchids are indeed adaptable and will grow in a 
range of climates. Andy Easton has written the fore- 
word. Ross has devoted the first few pages of the 
book to cultural hints, which are down to earth and 
give practical information on the basics of orchid cultivation. 


COOL FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
——$—$<$—$$— 


Basically this is a pictorial book with over 300 full colour photographs, covering a 
similar number of orchid species and hybrids. The quality of both the photographs 
and the colour reproduction is impressive. Alll of the orchids have been captured using 
available sunlight and there is no flash photography. There is a wide range of orchid 
genera covered with particular emphasis placed on cymbidiums, dendrobiums, 
laelias, masdevallias, the Odontoglossum alliance and Paphiopedilum. 


The photographs are arranged in four chapters, referring on their main blooming sea- 
son. The use of seasons ensures the text is also applicable to growers in the northern 
hemisphere. 


This inexpensive book is exceptional value and importantly is written by someone 
who knows and grows these orchids. | thoroughly recommend this book to orchid 
growers, as it will be of great value to both novice and experienced enthusiasts. 


144 pp. 242mm x 168mm OUR DISCOUNT PRICE Sal 8.00, 


Soffcover. 
PLUS POSTAGE AND HAKDLNG 


GROWING ORCHIDS 
David P. Banks 


Orchids have fascinated people for years. Breathtakingly 
beautiful, exotic, surrounded by mystery and thought to 
be difficult to grow by home gardeners. David P. Banks 
takes the guesswork out of growing orchids by providing 
practical advice based on over thirty years of experience. 


rae’ 


Growing Orchids is an up-to-date, comprehensive and 
informative guide to cultivating these intriguing plants. 
Included is information on housing orchids, temperature 
and watering requirements, suitable potting materials, 
seedling care and an extensive section on orchid propa- 
gation. 


Orchids 


David P. Banks 


Discover the world of orchids with the extensive list of 100 different orchid genera and 
descriptions of over 400 species. Over 100 stunning colour photographs, including 
many rare and recently discovered species, showcase the tremendous variation found 
throughout the orchid kingdom. 


David P. Banks has an extensive collection of species and hybrid orchids, and oper-~ 


ates the nursery Hills District Orchids. He is a popular lecturer on various aspects of 
orchids and their cultivation, at meetings and conferences in Australia and abroad. 
His articles and award-winning photographs have been published to international 
acclaim in a variety of orchid journals and books. David P. Banks is the editor of the 


nd URISCOUNTPRKE S,2025, 


122 pages, colour and 
B&W. 
was $24.95 RRP (Incl, GST) us oss ano nouns 


MORE FLOWERING ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool Flowering Orchids 
throughout the Year. It is in the same format and style as 
the previous book, but also includes some genera that 
would require artificial heating in cooler climates. This 
volume covers a further 314 orchid species and hybrids 
with 344 colour plates. Both texts are highly recom- 
mend to all orchid fanciers; particularly newcomers 
who wish to see an array of delightful flowers that they 
could grow. 


132 pp. 242mm x 168mm Softcover. 


OURDISCOUNTPRICE Sy 18.02, 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


MORE FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


WHAT ORCHID IS THAT? 
Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most passionately cultivated 
flowers world-wide, and for centuries it has been a sym- 
bol for the exotic and mysterious in the human imagina- 
tion. As the brilliant photographs in this book show, the 
shapes, hues and textures of many of these extraordi- 
nary flowers continue to produce a shock of wonder in 
the viewer. 


This book will delight everyone, from the gardener 
with a casual interest in orchids, to the confirmed 
enthusiast. It takes in a wide spectrum of orchid gen- 
era and more than 1100 species common in cultiva- 
tion, presented by an international team of experts. 


, wns 
ALEC FRIDGEON 


The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, introduces orchid habitat, distri- 
bution, names and classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow orchids and control 
pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 


The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z2”, includes descriptions, names and synonyms, 
geographic distribution, notes on culture, and photographs drawn from collections 
around the world, showing the bestknown species in cultivation. 


Whether you are buying, growing or just looking, this is the ultimate guide to orchids. 


304 pages, colour. QUR DISCOUNT PRICE $43.3, 


was $54.95 RRP (Incl. GST) fs snc: wo ious 


INTRODUCING CATTLEYAS 
| Noni J. Mammaitt 


Noni Mammatt's fascination with the Cattleya 
Alliance, their most beautiful blooms and extensive 
range of colour combinations, has prompted Noni to 
share the results of her own trials in successfully grow- 
ing and flowering all types of this most beautiful 
genus under shadehouse conditions in the city of 
Perth in Western Australia. She hopes that as a result 
of her writing some new growers, as well as the expe- 
rienced growers of other orchid genera, may be 
encouraged to introduce the Cattleya Alliance into 
their collections. 


QURDISCOUNTPRICE $46.50, 


was $7.15 RRP (Incl. GST) 5 ?Uswce mo vous 


24 pages, B&W. 


=] GROWING PHALAENOPSIS 
| AT HOME 


7 | James Neal 


| || Jim Neal is always called upon to give his opinion 
_}| when a Phalaenopsis is shown at an Orchid Society of 
}| NSW ltd show or nominated for an award. This is 
| because Jim has made a study of the genus Phal- 
||| genopsis in the Sydney area since being bitten by the 
|| Phalaenopsis bug at the 6th World Orchid Conference 
} in Sydney in 1969. 


This book is essential reading and reference for any 


person who grows, or is intending to grow, 
Phalaenopsis. 


Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, explains and elaborates on light condi- 
tions, watering, temperatures, fertilisers, pests and diseases. 


Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are named and the implications of growing 
seedlings, illustrate some of the more difficult ideas for the layman to understand. 

The colour photography illustrates beautifully the topics under discussion and the 
orchid names are supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 


The illustrations drawn by Jim’s son Jamie are pertinent and succinct and make the sub- 
ject more easily understood. 


Pe poges, clear nd HURDSCOUNTPRIGE Sx 1.80), 


was $132.75 RRP (Incl. GST) Pus osise an nouns 


DENDROBIUM KINGIANUM: 


A Unique Australian Orchid 
Peter B. Adams and Sheryl D. Lawson 


This book takes an innovative approach to the appreci- 
ation of an orchid species and breaks new ground in 
species monographs. Many of the orchid books avail- 
able today take a dry formula approach to their topic 
and frequently present in another form information that 
is already available. This monograph provides an easi- 
ly-read, comprehensive treatment of the species encom- 
passing the interests of research scientists, horticultural- 
ists, breeders and hobbyists, including beginners. 


Covers history, biology, breeding, taxonomy, hybridisa- 


tion, and culture. Has sections on award-winning plants, and shows how to develop 


specialist and competitive collections. Includes a register of over 300 significant 
plants. 


DENDROBIUM KINGIANUM: 
AUnique Australian Orchid 


This wellproduced book is essential reading for all enthusiasts of d. kingianum and 
will be a valuable addition to the orchidist’s library. For many hobbyists, the highlight 
of the book will be the ability to identify the many wonderful forms of d. kingianum in 
their collection. For others it will determine the direction of further acquisitions. This 
book is not only a celebration of a unique orchid, it also illuminates the fascination 


that has led these authors to spend many thousands of obviously rewarding hours 
researching this delightful monograph. 


197 pages, over 180 in OUR DISCOUNT PRICE S74 80 


full colour. Pie 
was $93.50 RRP (Incl. GST). us osuse no vous 


LYCASTE ORCHIDS - 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 
A.F.W. Alcorn 


lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they produce 
flowers that range from the beautiful to the bizarre. No 
book previously has provided detailed cultural require- 
ments of the Lycaste, and this book should fill that gap, 
and encourage new growers to take up the cultivation 
of this beautiful genus. A section on hybridising con- 
tains valuable information on inheritance and genetics 
that will benefit any hybridiser, not just the grower of 
lycastes, as well as helpful hints on how to avoid pit- 
falls in your hybridising program. 

Michael Hallett, a friend of Fred Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this book with 
Fred and has completed it posthumously. He has a background in genetics, research 
and botany, and a passion for plants, especially orchids. 


27 oses ern 99 00 


was $28.55 RRP (Incl. GST) *SF0swse no wuouns 


Lycaste 
Orchids 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 


A. F: W. Alcorn 


AUSTRALIAN TROPICAL 
ORCHIDS 


Bill Layarack and Bruce Gray 


Compiled by two well known names in the Australian orchid 
world, this book is essentially a collection of 116 colour pho- 
tographs depicting 109 tropical orchids, chosen by the 
authors as representative. There is a short introduction 
together with brief text complementing each photograph. 


The text includes notes on distribution including a simple 
map, habitat types, an indication of size, flowering season, 
conservation status and many features of interest. 


7 ES 19S 


was $1645 RRP (Incl. GST) us Psise mo wouns 


SARCOCHILUS ORCHIDS OF 


AUSTRALIA 
Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the first book to 
cover all aspects of species of the genus Sarcochilus. 
Compact plants of great floral beauty with ease of cul- 
ture, they are mostly cool to cold growing, requiring 
limited space, and for these reasons are quickly 
becoming the orchid of the future. 


AUSTRALIAN TROPICAL 


The book gives each individual species a separate 
4 entry, with information on its history, synonyms, distri- 
bution, habitat, cultivation and hybrids, along with a 
drawing showing the main parts of the plant and 
flower, plus a colour plate providing an easy means of identification. 


Hybridising, including intergenerics, is dealt with in detail - most registered hybrids 


being accompanied by a colour plate. Other chapters include pollination, seed rais- 
ing and cultural information for the home grower. 


WALTER T. UPTON 


This is Walter T. Upton’s third book and is a companion to his very popular and 
informative Dendrobium Orchids of Australia. He is a past president of the Orchid 
Society of New South Wales and The Australasian Native Orchid Society, and has 
received many honours in Australia including the Australian Orchid Council’s Award 
of Honour. He is a well-known hybridiser and judge of orchids, and is a learned and 
entertaining lecturer much in demand throughout the world. 


mdb OUR DISCOUNT PRICE $,30.75 


aie) BIN a @ (ind.cst) 
was $39.55 RRP (Incl, GST) "sos ao oun 


THE WORLD OF ORCHIDS - 2 


The World of Orchids - 2 has been written by members 
and friends of the North Shore Orchid Society about 
orchids grown in Sydney and its environs, and we are 
indebted to those people for their time and effort. 


The world of 
qh 


. 


It has been produced to cover a large range of genera to 
help not only the novice, but also the experienced grower 
in their present fields of interest, and to tempt and encour- 
age them to try other genera. 


It should be pointed out that the methods of culture used 
by the authors are those which they themselves have found 


successful. Growers should try any changes to their own culture gradually and on a 
few plants first, as orchids respond differently under different conditions. 


80 pages, colour and B&W. OUR DISCOUNT PRICE S:8 0 


was $11.00 RRP (Incl. GST) *usfosucenoiaoins 


ORCHIDS FOR BEGINNERS 


A Guide to Selection and 


Cultivation 
Allison and Mark Webb 


} “Orchids for Beginners” is for those just starting out in 
“| orchids. It provides information about choosing orchids best 
’ | suited to your conditions and how to grow them. There is 
b Soe _] advice on what to look for when choosing plants to avoid 

ae 4 some common traps and the expense of losing plants unsuit- 
ed to your conditions. The essential basics of cultivation for beginners are covered _ 
potting media, mounting plants, repotting and deflasking as well as choosing loca- 
tions and building bushhouses. There are suggestions for growing in country areas as 
well as indoors. The plant descriptions offer suggestions of plants to choose from as 
well as introducing some of the very varied forms of orchids. 


oan ara ES TAS. 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


Orchic ls 


Austalan Ss SUE ee en ares ot ieee del a 
itr > a aaa dS Sn pg ad co aes Haan a nn 
Recommended Our Plus 
d Postage Retail Price Discount Postage Total 
if C Item & Title P 


Number of Total 
umber of To 

Zone (RR Price & Handling — Price Copies $ 

Review 


A$18.00 A$5.00 =A$23.00 
(Incl. GST) = US$12.75 
= A$24.95 A$20.45 A$5.00 =A$25.45 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$14.00 
A$18.00 A$5.00 =A$23.00 
(Incl. GST) = US$12.75 
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Paphiopedilum x ang-thong Fowlie and Paph. Greyi. 


New Pioneer (1998) 


Nino (1978) 
Snow White’s Favorite (1994) 


Birth of Saya (2001) 
Hiro Magic (2002) 
Toot’s Gift (1996) 


cultivated, origin. Until shown to be otherwise, plants known as Paph. x ang-thong will be accorded cultivar status in the register as 
Aiea Heights (1996) 


Paph. godefroyae ‘Ang-thong’ rather than listed as Paph. Grayi, which apparenily is not a nomenclatural or biological equivalent. 
A search of all grexes registered with Paph. Grayi as a parent has revealed that the following grexes are derived from Paph. gode- 


hybrid register as the artificial grex Paph. Grayi, which is inappropriate even if they are of hybrid derivation as they are of wild, not 
froyae ‘Ang-thong’. 


Plants originally found on the Ang-thong Islands have a controversial history of identification, being variously ascribed to Paph. 
godefroyae or a natural hybrid Paph. godefroyae x Paph. niveum. Unfortunately, they have usually been entered in the orchid 


Oberhausen’s Angel (1999) 
Pink Powder Puff (1998) 
Ruby Charles (1980) 


Green Tea Cream (1999) 
Sally Berndt (1979) 


Mike Roccaforte (1979) 
Mount Tsukuba (1985) 


Caddiana Song (2002) 
Nimit (1995) 


Beau Geste (1986) 


nursery in France. He lists 235 names with parentage in L’Orchidophile no. 149: 233-240 (Dec. 2001). With hybrid names from this 
period it is not always apparent whether they refer to grexes or cultivars (clones), nevertheless they have been added to the orchid 
grex database for the sake of completeness. The list enumerates some names which are new to registration although these are 
mostly synonyms of existing registered grexes, as well as providing details of parentage for some which were previously known as 


Pierre Jacquet has published a list of all the orchid hybrids recorded in the literature that were originated by Charles Maron at his 
names only. 


Botanical Museum Leaflets (Harvard Univ.) 21(6): 159, 167 (1966) have been made to the registration data base. The abbreviation 


Following the acceptance of Ludisia A. Richard in preference to Haemaria Lindl. as announced in the November-December Orchid 
for Ludisia is Lus. 


Review 2001, the following amendments which involve recognition of nothogenera previously published by Garay and Sweet in 
Dosinimaria Dominyi (1861) becomes a synonym of Dossisia Dominyi. The genus Dosinimaria (1887), (Dsma.) = Dossinia C. 


Haemaria x Macodes (Blume) Lindl.) is replaced by Macodisia Garay & Sweet (1966), (Mcd.) = Ludisia x Macodes. Thus 
Morren x Haemaria, is replaced by Dossisia Garay & Sweet (1966), (Dsi.) = Dossinia x Ludisia. 


Anoectomaria Veitchii (187?) was already listed as a synonym of Macomaria Veitchii (1862). In tur Macomaria (1887), ( 
Macomaria Veitchii becomes a synonym of Macodisia Veitchii. 


Haemaria discolor (Ker-Gawl.) A. Richard becomes a synonym of Ludisia discolor (Ker-Gawl.) Lindl. 
Anoectomaria Dominyi (1865) becomes a synonym of Ludochilus Dominyi. 


Hybrids originated by Charles Maron (1852-1926) 


Further changes involving Ludisia 


Julian M. H. Shaw, RHS International Orchid Registrar 


Reprinted from the “Orchid review” (U.K.) 


LOOKING BACK 


Fifty-five Years Ago 
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[. 1947 Volume 12 of the A.O.R. comprised four 
issues, each of the larger size of 28 pages. The 
front covers were each adorned with a full colour 
photograph, and The Orchid Club of South 
Australia had been added to the list of societies of 
which the Review was the “official organ”. The 
december issue of Volume 12 recorded the editor- 
ial staff as: Hon. Editor W. Worth N.S.W., R. Vick 
Victoria, L.C. Home Queensland, M. Hill South 
Australia and H.J. Exley Tasmania. 

The A.O.R. was privileged to be included in the 
list of orchid journals of the world (just seven in 
total). While the number of journals was small the 
number of books devoted to various aspects of 
orchids was growing steadily. Sewards in 
Melbourne had commenced advertising in the 
A.O.R. and were featuring books on native orchids 
by Dickens, Rupp and Rogers. Among the books 
on general orchid growing which were much 
advertised and which were soon to be found in 
every serious grower’s library were three books by 
Australians. These were: “The Charm of Growing 
Orchids” by P.A. Gilbert, “A Cultural Table of 
Orchidaceous Plants” by J. Murray Cox, and 
“Orchids for Everybody” by R. Bruce Hogg. That 
books of such merit were produced here so soon 
after the upheaval of a world war, I regard as a 
measure of the advanced blooming of orchid cul- 
ture in Australia. 

The burgeoning of orchid clubs and societies 
together with their shows and exhibition were 
other expressions of this development. Two new 


orchid bodies were announced in 1947, The March 
issue foreshadowed a club in Hobart and the June 
issue confirmed the formation of the Hobart 
Orchid Club, which was hoped to become the 
Orchid Club of Tasmania, and did in fact become 
the Tasmanian Orchid Society. The September 
issue contained the rather cryptic comment “an 
orchid society has been formed in Townsville”. 
This was the Townsville Orchid Society, known in 
the north as T.O.S., formed almost single-hand- 
edly by Stan Brock. T.O.S. has always been an 
active group and hosted the 8th Australian Orchid 
Conference in 1983, the only conference to have 
been held outside a capital city, and what a great 
show they put on. Stan Brock was later to be 
instrumental in the formation of the Atherton 
Tableland Orchid Society. 

The established orchid groups continued to 
provide copy: a member of the Orchid Club of 
South Australia, the Hon. Thomas Playford, was 
able to spare time from the premiership to attend a 
meeting; Cattleyas, Vandas, Slippers, Cymbi- 
diums and Phalaenopsis were the favourite genera 
of the Newcastle Orchid Circle members. 

A note describing the activities of the North 
Queensland Orchid Society, which is based in 
Cairns, stated that the society was founded on 26th 
January 1939. However, the records of the society 
show that it was founded in 1938, and in 1988 I 
had the pleasure of attending the Golden Jubilee 
dinner. Over the intervening years many more arti- 
cles have emanated from the society. The then sec- 


retary Lillian M. Gray contributed a note on repot- 
ting in a tropical environment. “Polypodium peat” 
and “Osmunda fibre” were standard potting mate- 
rials, but these are not obtainable today. 

In a further article the then President, Mr. W.F. 
(Bill) Tierney nominates a miscellany of orchids 
which would be in the collections of most growers 
in north Queensland. Here is his list: cattleyas, 
Vandas, dendrobiums, Oncidiums, Cypripediums 
(now Paphiopedilums), Phalaenopsis, Grammato- 
phyllums, Angraecums, Aerides, Arundina, 
Calanthe,  Peristeria_ elata, Epidendrums, 
Renanthera, Phaius, Rhynchostylis, Sacco- 
labiums, Spathoglottis, Stanhopeas, Thunias, and 
just a few Cymbidiums. 

Give or take a few, this list would be reasonably 
valid today, that is on the coast, but up here in the 
cooler Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands there 
would be some major changes. 

For host trees Bill selected crotons, rose trees, 
frangipani, all citrus and custard together with 
three fern and coconut slabs. 

In view of my remarks in the last Fifty-five 
Years Ago regarding importation of orchids, I was 
interested to read Bill Tierney’s observation that 
“orchids from India at present have a journey of 
eight or nine weeks to arrive here and losses are 40 
to 50 per cent”. 

Further to my comment above re cooler-grow- 
ing orchids, if you want to see what we can and do 
grow here, you can come to the 38th Tropical 
Queensland Orchid Council Conference to be held 
in Atherton over the Queen’s Birthday weekend 
next year 2003. Write to me to get on the mailing 
list. a 

Len Lawler, P.O. Box 659, Tolga 4882 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Cattleyas 


Cattleya growers are now facing culture 
change. Low night temperatures with high 
humidity are not the conditions that the cattleya 
alliance thrive on. By now you should have 
placed your plants under some form of cover so 
that you will have control over the amount of 
moisture your plants will receive. Over water- 
ing is deadly to cattleyas this time of the year. 
Number one rule is — during winter only water 
your plants — early morning — only on sunny 
days — when plants are just dry. It is better to run 
your plants on the dry side. Remember they will 
not die through under watering during winter. 

If possible try and give your plants plenty of 
light and if possible try and place them in a suit- 
able position that will give the plants plenty of 
air circulation. If there is room try to hang a few 
plants near the roof and note the difference over 
the winter period. Remember most cattleyas, 
have a drought period during the winter and 
they stay alive only relying on overnight dew!! 

Some of the new mini catts need a little bit of 
T.L.C. If you over water them you are in big 
trouble. Keep them on the dry side. I Find if I 
hang them I have less problems. Some I find do 
better in the warm house especially some of 
those with Hazel Boyd in the background. 
Anything with Beaufort in the background def- 
initely needs to be hung. It is a good idea to give 
these touchy plants a few drops of AUXI- 
NONE® per litre of water every few weeks dur- 
ing the winter. Fertilising is not that important 
during the winter if you are growing your catts 
cold. If you are growing in a warm house you 
can fertilise every few weeks with an organic 
fertiliser such as GARDEN PARTY®. Do not 
over do it, 3mls/litre of water is adequate. 

During winter watch for scale insects. They 
can catch you unawares. Mealy bug can appear 
without warning. Scale should not be a problem 
during winter until you grow in a heated house. 
If heated, set the thermostat at ten degrees cel- 
sius. If the weather is wet, cold, turn the ther- 
mostat up a couple of degrees to increase day 
temperature. If you do not over water you 
should not have any fungal problems. If you are 
prone to fungal problems — check air circula- 
tion — over watering etc. if all is OK and still a 
problem you may have fungal spores floating 
around your glass house. A few sprays with 
FOLI-R-FOS® or HY-SAN® under benches 
over the walls, roof and paths should eliminate 
the problem. 

The golden rules to get through the winter is! 
Do not overwater — water only on sunny days 
and only in the mornings — plenty of fresh air 
without being in a draught. 132) 


Cymbidiums 

All flowering plants should now be under 
cover. Wet, cold or windy weather can spoil 
your developing flowering racemes. If you do 
not have a shelter to flower your plants under — 
maybe you can stretch some horticultural poly- 
thene over your shade house. An ideal situation 
is to purchase some clipping (available from 
Organic Fertilisers in Sydney (02 4773 4291)) 
and fasten it around the edges of your shade 
house. Clips hold the poly in place. Come 
spring you pull the spring clip out, then fold up 
the poly to be used next season. 
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If you can control the conditions around 
your flowering plants you will certainly pro- 
duce cleaner blooms. As we are talking about 
cleaner blooms don’t forget to throw some snail 
bail pellets around. Use MESUROL®, 
BAYSOL® or META®. If you wish you could 
place a few dobs of DEADLINE® around the 
top of the pot. This works very well. 

Very important — now is the time to keep 
those racemes nice and straight. By now you 
should have had your Yo Yos attached to the 
developing raceme. Sometimes you may have 
to alter the position of the Yo Yo to keep the 
raceme on line or reposition the bamboo stake. 
Butterfly clips are also used these days with 
great success. 

While the racemes are developing — give 
plants of light, but remember try not to move 
plants once the buds emerge from the protec- 
tive sheaf. Do not try to train racemes early in 
the morning or you may breed them. Wait till 
the day warms up! Once all of the buds have 
emerged and are separating, then decide how 
much shade the various clones will require until 
they flower. Some clones require very little 
direct light, some a layer of matrix while some 
like to flower under blue poly. Remember how 
the ‘The Beat’ used to flower under banana 
bags! If you are not sure of how much shade a 
clone needs ask an experienced cymbidium 
grower at your local orchid society or cymbid- 
ium society. 

Once those racemes are well advanced you 
can tickle them up a bit with some specialised 


nutrient. Some of the favourite concoctions are 
as follows: a few Organic Life pellets placed 
around the top of of the pot, a little top dressing 
with NITROPHOSKA BLUE, top dress with a 
mixture of blood and bone and sulphate of 
potash or you may use one of the three to four 
month controlled release fertilisers. Scotts 
Osmocote have a good range. A foliar irriga- 
tion every three or four weeks with K-D-L 
helps to produce show bench blooms. Fertilise 
weekly with MERRI-FERT at 1.25gm/litre will 
help keep your plants in a healthy flowering 
condition. 

During mid winter pests should not be a 
problem. Alight spray over with MULTI- 
PEST® or CARBARYL® should keep those 
few loopers or aphids away. 

Keep pots just moist. Weekly watering 
should be ample in most cymbidium growing 
areas. water well until water flushes out of the 
bottom of the pot. It is better to give a good 
drench weekly than three or four sparrow sprin- 
kles. Try to keep those developing buds as dry 
as possible to stop spotting of the flowers espe- 
cially if the weather is inclement. If possible 
only water on nice sunny mornings. 

If you mix your own growing media, you 
can starts to get your ingredients together. If 
you are into using a DENTS BASE mix, you 
most definitely have to start getting your mix 
on the move. For you newcomers to cymbidi- 
ums, DENTS is a mix of five parts hardwood 
sawdust plus one part fowl manure plus 
dolomite to stabilise to pH. Other ingredients 


2002 St Ives Orchid Fair 


St Ives Showground 
Mona Vale Koad, St Ives 


16th August — 9.00am to 4.00pm 

17th August — 9.00am to 4.00pm 

18th August — 9.00am to 3.00pm 
ADMISSION: Adults $4. Pensioners $3. Children under 15 FREE 


MAJOR SPONSORS 


Easy Orchids ¢ Sunnybank Garden Centre ¢ The Orchid Pot Co. 
Royale Orchids 


Unlimited Free Parking e Wheel chair access 
Orchid displays & sales ¢ Free advice from the experts 
Floral Art ¢ Painting e Photography e Needlework 
Bus groups welcome 


VENDORS 


Battack Orchids * Books of Nature ¢ Brighton Orchid Nursery 
Dark Star Orchids ¢ Dendi Orchids ¢ Down Under Native Orchids 
Easy Orchids ¢ Hills District Orchids ¢ Macquarie Native Orchids 
Mini World Orchids ¢ Miriam Ann Orchids * Orchidland Nursery 
Oceania Orchids * Orchid Oasis * P&R Orchids 
The Orchid Pot Company ¢ Robertson Orchids * Royale Orchids 
Stockers Orchids * Tinonee Orchid Nursery * Woolf Orchidculture 


For more information: Show Marshall, Garrie Bromley Ph 02 9452 3202 


37 


‘Hans Schaible 


We carry stocks of: 


+ Campbell Fertiliser + 
% Ready mixed Compost *# 


ties + Water Breakers 


AOR 015 


Dark Star Orcinicls 


FLASKS, SEEDLINGS AND FLOWERING SIZE PLANTS 


Imported from top breeders in Germany, UK and Thailand 
African and Madagascan species 
Paphs, Lycastes, Vandaceous and more 
RARE SPECIES AND SOME HYBRIDS 


PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 


12 Eddystone Road, Bexley NSW 2207. Telephone: (02) 9150 7985 


Call in and inspect a large variety of orchids suitable for Shade and Glasshouse 


< Pine Bark 
Fresh 
Sonagntin Moss, in large and small quanti- 


3¢ Misting Nozzles — Extension Handles 


e Open 7 days ¢ Sorry no lists ¢ All sales direct from Nursery 


YES! 


To select your cool 
growing orchids, 
just send a stamp and your 
address to: 


MT BEENAK ORCHIDS 
19 Hackett Cr. Rd. 
Three Bridges Vic. 3797 


Fax/Phone (03) 5966 7253 
Email: mtbeenak@valylink.net.au 


WE DO THE REST, AFTER ALL, 
MAIL ORDER IS OUR SPECIALITY. 


We can supply you with Masdevallias, 
Cymbidiums, Odontoglossums and Allied 
Genera, Zygopetalums, Sarcochilus, 
Dendrobiums and even Austmoss 
sphagnum moss. 

Cultural notes included. 


See us at: 

THE ORCHID FAIR 
@Royale Orchids, Peats Ridge 
NSW, June 28-30 
COLLECTORS CORNER SHOW 
@Garden World, Keysborough 
Vic, August 16-18 
TAS STATE CONFERENCE 
Launceston, Oct 5-6 


NOW AVAILABLE!! 
Frank Slattery’s Story 


“The Blooming Years” 
Soft Cover $30 
Hard Cover $40 


NATIVE ORCHIDS 


Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 


We also stock treefern, slabs, 
stakes, pots, sohagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&T Ferns & Orchids 


Lot 2a, Old Emerald Road 
Monbulk, Victoria 3793 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9752 1922 
Melway Ref. 122 K.9 


AOR 089 


Open 7 days a week 
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Lonne’s lan & Michele Lonne 
Compact Dendrobium Antelope Hybrids 
We'll send you, good plants 
12 different 3” pot size plants, our choice 
of D. canaliculatum and carronii hybrids 
some near to their first flowering. 


12 Plants, for only $110.00 


sent Express Post Free 


Phone: (07) 4054 1746 Fax: (07) 4033 1746 


RO. Box 404E, Earlville, 4870, AUSTRALIA 
Nursery at 15 Hoad Street, Cairns 


email address: 
orchids@lonnes.com.au 


THE ORCHID REVIEW 


The world’s longest running Orchid journal 


All the latest AM/RHS, FCC/RHS and CCC/RHS awards in full colour — 
essential for orchid judges and all growers — six times a year. 


AOR180 


Articles on growing orchids, for beginners, by experts. Orchids in their natural habitats. 
Advanced growing, flasking, history, taxonomy and orchid biographies. 

Orchid hunting and orchid explorers. What to buy, where to buy it and how to grow it... 
Subscriptions: six issues without hybrid list £25, USA $49 airmail/$40 surface mail. 
All other countries: £33 airmail/£28 surface mail. 

Six issues with hybrid list £29, USA $56 airmail/$47 surface mail. 

All other countries: £38 airmail/£33 surface mail. 


To apply contact 


The Orchid Review, PO Box 38, Kent TN25 6PR, United Kingdom 
Tel: International code: +44 (0) 1303 813 803 Fax (0) 1303 813 737 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


are then added to suit individual growers. More 
on this next month. | 


Australian Natives 


Howling sleety blizzards; gale force winds 
and crashing waves with days of torrential rain; 
warm sunshine soaking through a t-shirt with 
just a hint of chill in the air; frost that lies like a 
white blanket until mid afternoon; nights shiy- 
ering in front of the heater — too cold to go to 
bed, too cold to get up in the morning. Shops 
that don’t sell jumpers “because it doesn’t get 
that cold here”; glowing vermilion sunsets 
before a clear, sunny day; the eerie silence of 
pea-soup so thick you can’t see 50 metres; 
sunny days lazing on the beach by aquamarine, 
tropical oceans, dew soaking the paddocks or 
dripping from leaves in rainforest. Australia’s 
winter weather. 

What has all this to do with growing native 
orchids? Everything. Our native orchids come 
from all these climates and growers live in 
them. The problem? Growers don’t confine 
themselves to their local orchids. They collect 
plants from everywhere, and why not? There 
are so many natives to choose from. 

But when the plants come home the growing 
area has to adapt to suit the new arrivals. 
Nothing can beat your observations of what 
happens in your own backyard. Winter condi- 
tions are very different to summer. The shad- 
ows thrown by trees can be very long, even at 
midday and your orchids might not be getting 
as much sun as you think they are. The grow- 
ing area needs to be observed every year for 
changes, a difficult task for those who work and 
only get to see their orchids in daylight at week- 
ends for several months. 

Temperature is very important. Tropical 
orchids can’t handle low temperatures while 
orchids from tropical highlands can cope with 
lower temperatures but not frost. Frost is a 
killer of native orchids. Our southern, cool- 
growing orchids evolved in sheltered niches — 
under a protective canopy of trees where they 
are spotlighted by rays of sunshine or well up 
the sunny slope of a hillside where they get full 
morning sun but not in the frosty valley. Our 
home environments are quite different as trees 
have been removed and valleys settled. In 
many areas, even the toughest species, such as 
Dendrobium speciosum, will survive only in a 
heated glasshouse. 

It is important to create a microclimate for 
your orchids — sheltered and snug but open to 
soak up hours of winter sun, definitely not 
exposed to icy Antarctic blasts of wind or wet 
and soggy all day. 

Consider the parentage of your natives and 
set up the best possible growing area you can 
manage with temperatures to suit. Reading 
books and talking to growers and the suppliers 
of natives can give that little bit of information 
needed to get plants thriving not surviving. 

There are a few things to do to ensure your 
native orchids will be in prime condition for 
spring flowering and shows in just a few 
months. 

Watering is important, although your 
orchids need less water in winter than in hot, 
dry summers. 

Many natives develop flower buds now and 
you don’t want to stress them. Water as early in 
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the day as possible to allow the plants to dry out 
before night. Soak on cloudy, wet days, partic- 
ularly in heated houses in coastal and warmer 
areas. The conditions might seem cold and mis- 
erable to you but frost doesn’t happen in rain. 
(Snow might though!) Remember it is the dry 
season in the tropics so these plants expect less 
water. Keeping plants on the dry side helps pro- 
tect them from cold damage. This might even 
let you drop the temperature in the hothouse a 
couple of degrees and save on heating bills. 
Some orchids even need to shrivel to induce 
flowers. 

This is not the time to repot or deflask unless 
you live in the tropics. 

I don’t bother to fertilise in winter. it is 
unpleasant soaking plants by hand in cold 
weather. Your hands freeze and you always end 
up with water spilled on you somewhere. Again 
the tropics are different as everything has ram- 
pant growth all year and chews up food. (They 
don’t have everything though. Dendrobium 
kingianum and D. falcorostrum don’t flower in 
tropical climates!) 

Pests are less active and many have disap- 
peared. This means that the flowers can 
develop unmolested. Red spider mite in dry, 
heated houses can be a problem. It hides under 
leaves and is often first noticed as a silvery 
sheen develops on leaves. Regular checks and 
watering upwards to wet the underside of 
leaves might help. Ants and some other pests 
can set up home in pots of open bark mixes. A 
good soaking should get them to move on. 

There is not a lot to do for native orchids 
over winter except remove any dead leaves, 
pseudobulbs or weeds. Any plans in the open 
that get frost damage — seen as dead tissue on 
the uppermost leaves a day or so after a very 
cold night — should have any dead tissue 
removed. This is a good time to get ready for 
spring and repotting. Clean up the shed and 
make sure you have plenty of bark and other 
ingredients for your media. make sure it is 
soaked. it takes a bit longer in the cold but it 
will be ready to use when needed. clean pots by 
washing all dirt off and rinsing in a strong 
bleach solution. 

Reusing pots carries the risk of passing on 
viruses and other problems but if you plants are 
clean and healthy and the pots are in good con- 
dition I don’t see any reasons to create unnec- 
essary plastic pollution. 

As the flowers begin to develop it is some- 
times necessary to help the blooms get in the 
right position. Breeding of native orchids has 
been fairly intensive and competitive for the 
last couple of decades so a good native orchid, 
worthy of valuable bench space and care, 
should not need much help. The stem should be 
strong enough to support all the blooms and the 
flowers should display themselves well. All 
this is part of the breeding and a reason to cull 
if plants aren’t up to scratch. (Except species 
clones form known locations and historically 
important hybrids if you have the proof of ori- 
gin and are keeping them for their historic or 
genetic value.) By all means keep an eye out for 
racemes that get caught up under leaves or with 
each other and free then as early as possible. 

While this is a quiet time there will still be 
natives in bloom. There will be terrestrials as 
well as dry season tropicals and the hybrids 


P&R 
ORCHIDS 


Just off the Pacific Highway half way 
between Brisbane and Sydney. 


Turn into Port Macquarie at 
the Oxley Highway. 


We are only 4km on the right. 


New Lines 


Many new 
Species and Hybrids 


KIRK 
Many new paphs. including 
hangianum and a lot of 
hangianum hybrids. 
KICK 


Many new Paph. vietnamense 
hybrids with rothschildianum, 
micranthum, delenatii and 
even hangianum. 

KKK 


We also have a few Paph. 
vietnamese species once again 
as well as Paph. sanderianum. 


KKK 


Twenty new misc. species 
listings. 


For your FREE LISTS, write, phone, 
ax or just drop in and see us. 


We are closed Sundays. 


Ph: 02 6581 3061 
Fax: 02 6581 0907 


Email prorchid@tsn.cc 


PO Box 5113 
PORT MACQUARIE NSW 2444 


Cnr. Phillip Charlie Dr. & Oxley 
Hwy. Port Macquarie NSW 2444 


www.prorchids.com 
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Western Orchid 
Laboratories 


P.O. Box 276, Blackwood S.A. 5051 
ABN 25 582 464 986 


Orchid 
Culture 
Media 


+ We don’t just sell media; we use 
the media we make and provide 
sound advice. Thirty+ years on- 
going laboratory experience. 


* Current supplier to Valley 
Orchids, Adelaide Orchids and 
many other nurseries and hob- 
byists. 


* Our media freshly prepared and 
cover the sowing and replate 
requirements of common and 
unusual genera including terres- 
trials. 


Our media produce rapid ger- 
mination, well balanced plants 
and good root growth. 


* When ordering please list: 
Orchid genus (or genera) 
* Replate, sowing or cloning 
* Solid or liquid cloning 


Per Litre prices (including GST):— 


1 to 4 litres $7.70/L 
5 to 9 litres $7.15/L 
10 to 50 litres $6.60/L 


51 to 100 litres $6.35/L 
Over 100 litres P.O.A. 
For Cloning media add 50c/L 


Price includes packing and freight, 
Express Post where practical in 
Australia. 


Full Laboratory Service - sowing, 
cloning, replating and colchicine 
treatment available. 


Disa Specialist:— Flasks/Plants 
Australian Terrestrials — Flasks 
Laboratory Consultancy Service 


CUSTOMER ADVICE HOTLINE 
24 hour phone and fax:— 
(08) 8270 4599 


Bankcard + Mastercard * Visa 


Please supply your name, card 
number and expiry date. 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


bred to bloom all year. With this choice there 
are plenty of reasons to diversify and expand 
your collection. | 


Phalaenopsis 


Watering:— Water only in early mornings 
every three or four days depending on the 
weather. If possible, water mainly in pots and 
not the foliage. Do not allow water to remain in 
the crown overnight as this can cause rot. Avoid 
watering at all on cold or bleak days. 

Light:— Still require more shade than other 
genera; can be reduced to 70% during winter. 

Fertiliser:— Reduce to once per fortnight, 
alternating between — 

(1) Inorganic low nitrogen —- Campbells A, 
Aqua K or Phostrogen. 

(2) Wuxall Nitrosol or Fish Emulsion. 

Pest Control:— Spray with fungicide every 6 
weeks. e.g. Daconil, Ridomil MZ WP or 
Mancozeb with Kocide. 

Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum to 
control scale and insects. 

Keep a close watch for mites and treat with 
a miticide as required. 

Wettable Sulphur may also be used as it is 
both a fungicide and a miticide. | 


Vandaceous 


Watering:— Cut back on watering during 
cooler months. Depending on local conditions, 
a good watering every three days should be suf- 
ficient. Water only in mornings. Avoid water- 
ing at all on cold or bleak days. 

Light:— Strap leaf vandas and ascocendas 
require 50% shade. If you wish to move narrow 
leafed vandaceous plants (i.e. terete and semi- 
terete vandas, Mokaras, Arandas, etc.) from a 
shade house to full sunlight, then now is a good 
time to move them. 

Fertiliser:— Reduce fertilising to once per 
fortnight alternating between — 

(1) Inorganic low nitrogen — Campbells A, 
Flowfeed HP8, Aqua K or Phostrogen. 

(2) Wuxall, Nitrosol or Fish Emulsion. 

Pest Control:— Spray with a fungicide every 
6 weeks e.g. Daconil, Ridomil MZ WP, 
Mancozeb or Wettable Sulphur. 

If insects or scale are a problem spray with 
Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum. 

Watch for mite damage (i.e. Red Spider, 
false spider, etc.) and treat with a miticide such 
as Kelthan or Tedion. | 


Paphiopedilum 

Paphiopedilum hybrids are well into their 
flowering season. Most of the whites and early 
greens will be in flower, together with some of 
the coloured varieties. Many of the modern 
hybrids, particularly those with spotted flow- 
ers, will not flower until spring. Flower quality 
depends upon several factors; those under your 
control at this time of year are watering, feed- 
ing, staking and light. 

During winter paphiopedilums do not 
require frequent watering. Whilst the actual fre- 
quency will depend upon the weather, the type 
of housing and the state of the potting mixture, 
you must resist the temptation to pick up the 
hose unless the plants are moderately dry. 
When you do water, water early on a sunny day 
and water thoroughly. After every third or 
fourth watering allow the plants to drain for 
half an hour or so and then water with weak 
Aquasol (about half strength). 

Staking is important if you want to avoid 
asymmetrical flowers. Try to encourage the 
stems to grow upright from the start. You will 
be able to support the growing stem with a 
loose tie a couple of inches or so below the bud. 
When the stem is fully grown and the bud is 
about to open, lean the pot forward about fif- 
teen degrees or so and keep it in this position 
until the flower has been open about a week; 
this will cause the flowers to “look up” a little. 

Adequate light is very important for quality 
flowers. If at all possible, the amount of shad- 
ing should be reduced considerably from mid- 
May until early September. This will result in 
larger, brighter flowers and longer — yes, longer 
— stronger stems; the plants will also benefit by 
continuing their growth cycle, albeit at a slower 
rate, through the winter months. 

Although potting is best left until spring, any 
plant which is not doing well should be repot- 
ted into fresh mixture as soon as it is noticed, 
no matter what the season. If the roots have rot- 
ted away, dip the “bare rooted” plant in 
Fongarid and stake it firmly. 

As a general rule the green-leaved hybrids 
can be grown quite well in cold conditions pro- 
vided they are protected from heavy frost. 
Those with heated glasshouses do not need 
more than about six degrees centigrade, 
although young seedlings will benefit from 
somewhat warmer conditions. Maudiae types 
are really warm growers and require about 
fifteen degrees to do well. | 


Paphiopedilums 
Species and Primary Hybrids 
SEEDLINGS 70mm pots and Flasks 
Mail Order Specialist 
Send stamp for current listings 
Delivery Skyroad door to door. 
Up to 3kg - $15.50 Including GST 


Bankcard, Mastercard & Visa welcome 


K & H Orchids 
PO Box 308, Beenleigh, Qld. 4207 
Ph: (07) 3287 2343 


website: www.khorchids.com 
Email: ken@khorchids.com 


AOR 038 


L.MAYER 


the House 
of 
Phalaenopsis 
ei) 56 Wood Street, 
best Phais Lane Cove, NSW 2066 
from: Ph: (02) 9427 3659 after 5pm 
USA 
TAIWAN Cattleya Alliance and 
GERMANY Stanhopeas 
(the Barney Greer collection) 
¥ also 
8 Flasks now available 
Full price list available on request. 
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 Cymbidiums 


PRESENTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY INC. 


Editor’s Report 


Previous work experience as a juggler 
could well be the perfect grounding for any 
magazine editor but, unfortunately, none of 
the members of this editorial team have 
mastered that skill except in relation to jug- 
gling articles and features for Cymbidiums 
Australia. Each issue sees us working 
within the limits of a certain number of 
available pages to be filled with a variety of 
subject matter and a good balance of pic- 
tures. At the same time making sure that 
topical items are published in time to 
inform readers of upcoming events, or 
report on major shows, etcetera, as quickly 
as possible after their staging. 


As a result, articles submitted are not 
always sent to press as soon as we’d like, 
either because the juggling required means 
we have to run a longer or shorter article to 
fit the available space, or to give priority to 
a show preview or similar piece. I’m sure 
these constraints cause disappointment to 
contributors at times, when articles they 
have worked long and hard over fail to 
appear in the pages of Cymbidiums 
Australia by the next issue, but accept our 
assurances that they will be published as 
soon as possible and that if there’s any rea- 
son why we cannot use your work we will 
contact you. On a positive note, I suppose 
this recurring dilemma over what to pub- 
lish each issue means that the enthusiasm 
for cymbidiums and the desire to commu- 
nicate our experiences and ideas shows 
how healthy Cymbidium growing is in 
Australia and, hopefully, indicates the 
standing of the Australian Orchid Review 


Editorial Panel 


ee 


Dean Roesler 
20 Lawson Road 
Kalbeeba, SA 5118 


Tel/Fax: (08) 8522 6886 


Noe Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


and Cymbidiums Australia in national and 
international circles. 


So, to all contributors, please be patient 
with us if we have to juggle your work 
around for an issue or two and accept our 
thanks for your contributions, integral in 
making one of the best orchid magazines in 
the world. 


Now to this issue’s contributors. Roy 
Neale from New Zealand provides some 
insights into the hybridising work under- 
taken with the Cym. Pure Loves, along with 
details on his cultural methods and some 
thought provoking views on seedlings and 
their judging. Dean Roesler features more 
cymbidiums from Ararat 2001 which 
caught his eye and gives us the 2002 
National Show Schedule, along with the 
latest news from Van Schaik’s BIO-GRO, 
one of the national show sponsors. David 
Allen outlines some of the innovative addi- 
tions to the show schedule for this year’s 
Australian Cymbidium Orchid Festival to 
be held at Ararat. Rob and Noe Smith pre- 
sent Dave and Pat Wickham’s latest con- 
tender for the largest Cymbidium. Dr John 
Snedden gives newer growers some advice 
on buying cymbidiums. Rob Smith details 
a simple method of deflasking cymbidi- 
ums. Rex Johnson from Tasmania gives us 
a humorous view of things Cymbidium 
down in Australia’s south island and, Jan 
and Andy Leamon round off this issue with 
their thanks to Bob Campbell and SAGE 
Horticultural, sponsor of the Seedling of 
the Year following their 2001 win. | 


Noe Smith 
Editor 


Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Peter Moore, 

10 Stephanie Street, 

Padstow, N.S.W. 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 
President, Geoff LeMarne, 

Phone: (02) 9449 9648 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Masonic Hall, Fisher Street, 
Burnside, Adelaide, S.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Yvonne Longbottom, 

12 Joanne Terrace, 

Parafield Gardens S.A. 5107 
Phone: (08) 8258 3435 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8254 7136 


THE CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: The Light Car Club Hall, 
Moojebing, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Marilyn Thomas, 

17 Broula Road, Kalamunda, WA 6076 
Phone: (08) 9293 0524 
President, Christine Jamieson 
Phone: (08) 9249 1648 
Email: cz85jac @ ozemail.com.au 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 


Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Kevin Brown, 

4 Riviera Street, Mt Waverley, Victoria 3149 
Phone: (03) 9808 1224 
President, Ken West, 

Phone: (03) 9725 7513 


CYMBIDIUMS TRAL 


a ee 


The author setting up new orchid beds. Very simple in-pot Cym. Pure Love ‘Herbie’, one of our best commercial cut flower 
watering system, two micro tubes to each pot plants with multi spiking bulbs 


\f 
{ 
Bis © 


Cym. Sylvan Love Tickled Pink’, attractive pink providing excit- Cym. (Valerie Brown x Pure Love) first flowering seedling, 
ing prospects for future seedlings three years from flask, 16 flowers on three spikes 


a3 


Benching system, pots suspended between slats for stability of A section of growing area showing yellow seedlings in flower 
small flowering plants 


42 The Australian Orchid Review, June/July 2002 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


Pure Love Story 


Text & Photography by Roy Neale — Leroy Orchids 


he day I picked up 962 seedlings of Cym. (Pure Dawn x 

Puppy Love) from Burkes Orchids, Whakatane (NZ) I had no 
idea how different they would be from all the other seedlings I 
had collected from the same source. As soon as they began to 
flower however, I realised they were something special. 

In 1988, I had one small plant in flower for the Auckland 
Orchid Club Show, which won Best First Flowering Seedling. 
This was followed three weeks later with a different plant win- 
ning at New Zealand Orchid Society Show and collecting three 
major trophies. Believe me, for someone who had vowed never 
to become involved with Orchid Shows it was now too late, I had 
already been bitten. 

In 1991, a group from the North Shore Orchid Society went for 
a trip to Hawaii and attended the Hilo Orchid Society’s 39th 
Annual Show. The cross Cym. (Pure Dawn x Puppy Love) had 
now been registered as Cym. Pure Love and I was able to send a 
spike to the show. Cym. Pure Love ‘Sam’s Gold’ became Best 
Standard Cymbidium, Best Cymbidium and runner-up to Best in 
Show. ‘Sam’s Gold’ is a beautiful, clean, golden yellow, but for 
me the spike is a little short, usually with between ten and twelve 
flowers. 

I was admitted to hospital right at show time in 1993 but my 
friends came to my rescue and one offered to take my plants to 
the show. He did a great job of selecting, cleaning them up and 
getting them to the show on time. Cym. Pure Love ‘Goldie’ 
became Grand Champion of the show and was awarded an HCC. 
The same year Cym. Pure Love ‘Razzle Dazzle’ received a 
Bronze Medal award from the C.S.A. In 1994 Cym. Pure Love 
“At Last’ became the Grand Champion Orchid at the North Shore 
Show and was granted an A.M. Another to be awarded an A.M. 
was my favourite, Cym. Pure Love ‘Mellow Yellow’, which was 
Grand Champion at the Waikato Show. I have won many other 
minor prizes at shows and have always had a great interest in the 
first flowering seedling classes. To me, making crosses and 
watching seedlings develop is all part of the excitement of the 
orchid world which has been such a large part of my life for the 
last 20 years. 

I never thought there could be anyone as passionate about 
seedlings as I was but in 1995, Lee came into my life and Leroy 
Orchids was formed. We now concentrate most of our efforts into 
producing standard Cymbidium seedlings, selecting and growing 
new varieties for commercial cut flower growers. After trials and 
many errors, we are now flowering approximately 2000 seedlings 
a year many of which are discarded at their first flowering. We 
soon discovered how important it was to flower seedlings as soon 
as possible from the flask, not only flower them, but have them at 
a size and stage where we could begin to assess their potential, 
this is imperative for both space and financial reasons. 

We like to deflask in the early autumn - March/April, this gives 
the small seedlings time to acclimatise before the winter while 
having missed the stress of summer. They are removed from the 
flask and washed in cold water, then planted into a mix which we 
make ourselves. Two parts of peat fibre, two parts of a seed rais- 
ing mix that contains a fungicide, and one part of 3mm pumice. 
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Cym. (Pure Love ‘Spaced Out’ x Wallara ‘Jogus’) ‘Leonie’ 


Res hae ee PO 


Cym. (Pure Love x Wallara) ‘Leonie’, second year flowering, (four 
years from flask), five spikes 96 flowers 


‘est ietiinet ire 


Cym. (Pure Love ‘Goldie’ x Carilara ‘Leanne’) ‘Orange Crush’ 
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Cym. (Pure Love ‘Goldie’ x Pure Love ‘Goldfinger’) ‘Pharaoh’s 
Gold’, one of our many sibling crosses, a brilliant, clean flower 


Seedling 9952, this indicates the second cross we deflasked in 
May1999, photographed in March 2001 and expected to flower 
July-August 2002 


Cym. [(Winter Wonder x Rincon) x Pure Love], attractive spot- 


ted lip and pink column on one of our new seedlings, this is a 
cross showing great promise 


The peat fibre comes in the form of a brick, when soaked in water 
and mixed to the above ratio it will make enough medium for 
approximately 10 flasks of 25 plants. Our seedlings are planted 
individually into plastic trays with 28 depressions per tray, just 
right for one flask, they are then placed in a small plastic shed 
within our growing house. A domestic oil filled heater is set at 
three and a fan runs all the time, we aim to maintain the temper- 
ature at a minimum of 100C. These young seedlings are fed 2-3 
times per week depending on how quickly the mix dries out. They 
are removed from the trays in about July and go into root trainers 
using No.2 bark, where they stay until the following April, dur- 
ing this time they are hand watered as required, and fed with liq- 
uid fertiliser twice a week. They are now 12 months from flask 
and at this point are single growth plants. 

During the ensuing growing period, these single growths form 
into a bulb and any side shoots which start developing before 
February are removed. In autumn, two years after the plants were 
first removed from the flask we aim to allow one new growth to 
develop. If you are growing in bark, add a little dried blood in 
February to initiate new growths, these new growths should be 
well grown before the winter but will not have developed their 
own root system. Keep a close eye on these plants during late win- 
ter, when you observe new root buds forming at the base of the 
new shoot pot on! We pot into 150mm pots in No.3 bark, this 
allows the new roots to develop without being damaged during 
the repotting process. In pot watering and feeding is commenced 
at this point. 

In the spring, translocation takes place. Food that has been 
stored in the pseudobulb is moved very rapidly to the growth as 
it is growing and developing its own root system. Slightly higher 
nitrogen applied at this time of the year will prevent the original 
pseudobulb from shrivelling. It will take approximately eight 
months for the new growth to be at the optimum size for spike ini- 
tiation, these spikes will then flower when the plant is just over 
three years from flask. 

At Leroy Orchids, we try to flower as many as we can from 
each cross three years from flask. Those that do not flower in that 
third year but are good vigorous plants are given a second chance 
but are expected to double spike the next season. The way things 
are now under our present judging system, it appears to me that 
the better grower you are (flowering seedlings three years from 
flask). the less chance you have of winning a first flowering 
seedling class, as these small immature plants are often compet- 
ing against large mature 5-7 year olds. 

Many of the first flowering seedlings presented appear as 
though they should have flowered years earlier. They are often 
substantial plants, grown in a bucket, with numerous back bulbs 
but with only one large flower spike. 

At a recent show where the winner was presented in excellent 
condition, I was at the same time flowering seedlings bred from 
a sibling of that particular plant. I do not think it is in the interest 
of cymbidium culture, or of shows, or our Orchid Clubs in gen- 
eral, to recognise with awards and/or certificates any plant that 
has taken so long to flower. 

It has been decried on many occasions that the number of 
Cymbidium growers is in decline. One reason could be that the 
orchid public look at all these large plants and form the opinion 
that if it takes that long to flower a seedling, then it’s not much 
use growing them — they fear they will not be around long enough 
to see the results of their efforts, 

Presumably the rationale behind having a first flowering 
seedling class is to show-case the most recent crosses available, 
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giving growers a window in which to view the seedlings of the 
present with an eye to the future, not to witness a subject which 
is already a generation in the past! 

The main problem as I see it, is that it is almost impossible to 
have a time limit on seedlings as so much depends on culture in 
the early years along with the genetic make up of the cross. 

You may have been looking for a certain seedling for some 
time and by the time you get it, it could be second or third hand 
and already three years old, a small plant in desperate need of 
rejuvenating, to say the least. If you spend the time and get your 
acquisition up and flowering in a further three years you should 
be proud of your achievement, even if the seedling has now been 
deflasked for six years. I feel somehow we must ensure that plants 
in a first flowering seedling class look like first flowering 
seedlings. If you agree that it would be very difficult to have any 
sort of time restrictions on seedlings, then maybe we should look 
at container size — nothing larger than a seven-inch pot. 

Furthermore, do not put the burden or blame on the judges. 
Club members run the shows through their elected members on 
the Show Committee. They divide classes, amalgamate classes 
and in general ensure that the standards as set in the show sched- 
ule are maintained — judges should judge what is presented to 
them. 

I know we’re breeding and producing plants specifically for the 
cut flower trade but I am sure there are many hobbyists who would 
love to walk into their shade houses and share the thrill of flower- 
ing seedlings. Alternatively, they need to get the best out of the 
plants they already have, by reducing the plant size and only 
allowing shoots to grow at the right time thus flowering every 
month — not always achieved but certainly worth aiming for. 

We have used many of the Cym. Pure Loves in our breeding 
program over these past few years. Some of our best are coming 
from sibling crosses, where we used white with white, yellow 
with yellow and green with green all from within Cym. Pure Love 
family. We are now flowering seedlings from Cym. Pure Love 
crossed with Cym. Winter Love, Cym. Sylvan Love, Cym. Valley 
Love and Cym. Extra Love and we are rather excited about keep- 
ing this Love Story going. Maybe this could be a story for another 
day... | 
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Cym. (Yowie Flame x Pure Love) ‘Cecily’ the feature of this flower is its eye catching lip 


Cym. (Extravaganza x Puppy Love) ‘Kermit’, one of our favourite 
stud plants in the green line 


Another Cym. Pure Love sibling cross, this time from our white 
line, showing the typical Cym. Pure Love lip 
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The Australian Cymbidium Society 


presents the 


Fleurijn Orchids — Holland 
Van Schaik’s BIO-GRO 


and incorporating the 


City of Port Adelaide-Enfield Council 


2002 National Cymbidium Orchid Show 


to be held in the 
Douglas Mawson Institute of TAFE Port Adelaide Campus 
1 Mundy Street, Port Adelaide, South Australia 
and hosted by 


The Cymbidium Club of South Australia Inc. 


Friday 9th August: Put in:8-10am/Judging: 10am-Ipm/Set up: 1-6pm. 
Saturday 10th August: Show open from 8am-5pm. 
Sunday 11th August: Show open from 8am-4pm. 


GRAND CHAMPION OF SHOW $500 + SASH Fleurijn Orchids-Holland 
CHAMPION LARGE FLOWER $200 + SASH Kimberley Orchids 
CHAMPION INTERMEDIATE FLOWER $200 + SASH Orchidland Nursery 
CHAMPION MINIATURE FLOWER $200 + SASH Sims Orchids 
CHAMPION SPECIMEN $200 + SASH David Keanelly Orchids 
CHAMPION NOVELTY $200 + SASH Ezi-Gro Orchids 
CHAMPION CUT STEM $200 + SASH Ken Rickard Orchids 
CHAMPION SEEDLING $200 + SASH Simon Lenkic Orchids 
CHAMPION DISPLAY $200 + SASH Valley Orchids 
CHAMPION POT PLANT $200 + SASH Dural Orchids Australia 


DISPLAY - Commercial Section 

SPONSORED BY Orchid Oasis $250 + GOLD SASH 
Starquest Orchids $150 + SILVER SASH 
Pauline’s Laboratory $100 + BRONZE SASH 


DISPLAY - Hobbyist Section - Large Display (3m x 2m and over) - not more than 10 plants 

SPONSORED BY Bryants Orchids $250 + GOLD SASH 
Easy Orchids $150 + SILVER SASH 
Orchids For You $100 + BRONZE SASH - 


DISPLAY - Hobbyist Section - Small Display (3m x 2m and under) - not more than 10 plants 

SPONSORED BY River Orchids $100 + GOLD SASH 
Royale Orchids $ 75 + SILVER SASH 
Murray Weston $ 50 + BRONZE SASH 


DISPLAY - Most Artistic 

SPONSORED BY Smoults Garden Supplies $250 + GOLD SASH 
T P Castings $150 + SILVER SASH 
Zodiac Orchids $100 + BRONZE SASH 


DISPLAY - Display Containing Cut Spikes Only 

SPONSORED BY Foxfire Orchids $250 + GOLD SASH 
Royale Orchids $150 + SILVER SASH 
Peter Chiles Orchids $100 + BRONZE SASH 


SPECIAL AND SEPARATE CLASS - Commercial Cut Flower 

SPONSORED BY Fleurijn Orchids-Holland $500 FIRST PRIZE 
Fleurijn Orchids-Holland $250 SECOND PRIZE 
Fleurijn Orchids-Holland $100 THIRD PRIZE 
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ID ORCHIDS Pty. Ltd. | ! {5% Miriam Ann 
/ | ) ° 
Introducing... | | Ry Orchids 


(Winter Wonder x Rincon) =o Alan & Miriam Merriman 
A mid-season pale pink with a | ; ate Bue Brera 

touch of apricot we expect it to | ad G 
produce shapely whites and | 
pinks with good lip form. Flower | 


Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 
We carry a large range of 


shape is stable and SUING | orchid requisits 
raceme is erect. | Port Pots always in stock 
While we are heavily invective! | We have a large range of | 
with Cymbidiums we also breed | Hesse ened ae HP PEE CHES 
other cold tolerant genera such | a Fivueertnieers 
| as Dendrobiums, Zygopetalums, Cattleyas and several others. TES 
| Our first specially bred “cold” Cattleyas are flowering and | PH and EC Meters 
y 
| production will be expanded. Photos will shortly appear on our | | Sydney Agent for Woolf Orchidculture 
internet site. We have a huge range of seedlings in all sizes from | Se REBT IEE 
| flask to flowering. Our current catalogues are available on request, | Price $10.45 including postage 
| or, may be accessed from our internet site and orders can be | ALAN’S PEST and DISEASE 
| 


HANDBOOK 
Price $18.70 per copy including postage 
* Nursery open most weekends 
for all your orchid requisits 


| lodged by phone, fax or email. 


| Our web page is in the process of being completely updated with | 


| further illustrations aime ipages.. * Growing classes held monthly 


| 1265 we ae : - i ee 14 sorcery 3 eearin | PHONE: 0247 395 141 
ester Fo wy angwarrin Ic Fax 0247 398 090 
2302) 9782 2668 Fax : (03) 9782 2469 email: mirannorchids @ emunet.com.au 
‘ >: WWW. glenorchids. com.au |} |8web: www.emunet.com.au/~mirannorchids/ 
| : glenorchids @ ebbs. com.au | |S BANKCARD, MASTERCARD AND VISA 
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Do you love 
Cymbidiums and 
Paphiopedilums? 


This superb The Cymbidium Society of 
America invites you to join 
flowering 
Membership includes six issues 
standard of the colourful 

Orchid Adventures magazine 
CURRENT ANNUAL DUES 

US$30.00 


(Includes Surface mail postage) 


of 16 blooms 


on its first ADD US$20.00 for overseas Air Mail 


Cym Club of NSW 
flowering Seedling of the Year 2000 


[VISA, MASTERCARD, JCB or 


cheques in U.S. funds only] 
Address: 702 Old Northern Road, 


Write or phone for Dural 2158 

current mericlone Open: Sun-Fri 9am-3pm 

or seedling list. Closed Sat until 1/3/2002 

Plants available in Phone: 61 2 9651 1294 

compot to flower- Mobile: 0417 440 829 

ing size. email: schindler97@hotmail.com 


c/o Matthew Swift, 
Membership Secretary 
6658 Carnelian Street, 

Rancho Cucamonga, 
CA 91701-4515 USA 
Phone/Fax 909-483-5590 
E-mail cymsociety @ prodigy.net 


AOR 193 
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Kye-catching orchids 
at Ararat 2001 


Part 2 


Text by Dean Roesler - Photography by Michael Matthews 


1. Cym. Ruby Pendant (Last Tango x 
Ruby Eyes) 

What a wonderful parent Cym. Ruby Eyes 
has been over a long period of time. It 
always seems to produce a consistently 
good result. If there were to be a criticism 
of it as a parent, one would have to say that 
many of its progeny have too much of a 
similar appearance. Combined with the 
impressive Cym Last Tango with its pen- 
dulous traits from the species Cym. devo- 
nianum we see here an excellent combina- 
tion of genes for Cym. Ruby Eyes to work 
with. The results are exquisite - a long pen- 
dulous spike carrying filled-in miniature 
flowers of a rich, even, red colour, set off 
by a perky well-tailored lip. Just a friendly 
piece of advice to its jovial owner, Terry 
Poulton ... please make the label less con- 
spicuous when showing your orchids (it 
helps the photographer too!). 


2. Cym. Lunakira ‘Midas’ (Coraki x 
Lunara) 


What a beautiful yellow standard ‘Midas’ 
is. Its owner, Moss Bray, must have been 


Cym. Lunakira ‘Midas’ (Coraki x Lunara) 
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Cym. Ruby Pendant (Last Tango x Ruby 
Eyes) 


very pleased when he flowered it. The 
influence of Cym. Coraki is most evident 
in the lip, a clean white background with 
the red band being a softer colour than 
seen in most of the banded lips displayed 
in other cymbidiums. Another impressive 
feature of the lip is the soft yellow merg- 
ing into the white on the edges of the lip 
and the same colour highlighting the col- 
umn. Lots of potential here, without a 
doubt! 


3. Cym. (Lerwick x Vivacious) 

Peter Churchus exhibited this delightful, 
white intermediate with a touch of pink 
blushing, which did not in any way detract 
from its overall aesthetic appeal. There 
have been a number of very pretty culti- 
vars produced from this cross, which I 
made using different varieties of Cym. 
Vivacious. Variety ‘Amy’ which I flow- 
ered in 1998 won Champion Intermediate 
Seedling at Ararat, as well as receiving an 
award from the Cymbidium Club of South 
Australia, while Malcolm Osborne won 
Champion Intermediate as well as 


Cym. (Lerwick x Vivacious) 
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Champion Intermediate Seedling with 
his variety ‘Rachel’ in 1999. Peter’s 
plant displayed a nice complimentary 
lip, with even markings, something 
which is not always attained when using 
Cym. Lerwick as a parent. 


4. Cym. Sleeping Nymph ‘Grey Line’ 

(Sleeping Beauty x Wyanga) 
You are probably asking, “Why include 
a Cymbidium which was registered in 
1973 in eye-catching orchids?” The 
answer is, “Because I liked it, and had 
not seen variety ‘Grey Line’ before!” 
Moss Bray exhibited the plant which, 
I’m told, originated from New South 
Wales. I’m quite sure there are many 
new pure coloured standard cymbidiums 
of similar colouration about to hit the 
scene, however, they weren’t at this 
show! Most people like the beautiful 
contrast provided by a clear green pure 
colour with a white of yellow lip. I cer- 
tainly do. 


5. Cym. (Jessie Blakiston ‘April Love’ 
x Rotorua ‘Rose’) 
In recent times, Ken Purcell has shown a 
number of very nice new cymbidiums at 
Ararat. His first flowering seedling Cym. 
(Jessie Blakiston x Rotorua) was no 
exception. From a tiny plant the gently 
arching spike carried lovely miniature 


Cym. Sleeping Nymph ‘Grey Line’ (Sleeping B 


4 


e 


flowers which showed the attributes of 
both parents - lovely purple/plum colour, 
with a nice white lip showing off the 
dark red markings. Yellow keels, white 
pollen cap and the same colour column 
as the segments all added to the beauty 
of this very lovely miniature. 


6. Cym. (Coraki x Wombat) ‘Kerang’ 


A bright showy pot plant style 
Cymbidium from breeding done by by 
Bryants Orchids. Cym. Wombat (Trigo 
Royale x Tongariro) has combined well 
with Cym. Coraki, producing a very 


auty x Wyanga) 


bright yellow standard for its owner, 
Ross Pascoe. Red mid-lines through the 
petals and dorsal sepal may worry many 
(including some judges) but, however, I 
feel it adds to the overall attractiveness 
of the flowers - in this case it has almost 
become a feature with the red flaring out 
from the base of the lip being quite dra- 
matic. Of course, the bright red band on 
the lip can’t pass by without being 
noticed! 


|_| 

Dean Roesler 

Lot 14 Lawson Rd 
Kalbeeba, SA 5118 


Cym. (Coraki x Wombat) ‘Kerang’ 
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Australian Cymbidium 
Orchid Festival 


to be held at Ararat on the 14th & 15th of September 2002 


Text by David Allen - Photography by Rob Smith 


he Australian Cymbidium Orchid 

Festival will again be held in the Arts 
Activity Centre, Ararat Town Hall, on the 
weekend of the 14th and 15th of 
September, 2002. Ararat has played host to 
a major Cymbidium event every year since 
being the host of the inaugural National 
Cymbidium Show. Also, in hosting this 
coming event, Ararat will again be the 
venue for the largest spring showing of 
cymbidiums in 2002 as well. 

The Show Schedule includes 11 cham- 
pion classes and 19 display prizes, with 89 
individual classes offered to exhibitors. 
The Show Schedule has seen a number of 
changes this year, with new and innovative 
classes added and an increase in the num- 
ber of display prizes to be awarded. A spe- 
cial area that the festival has promoted is 
the Cymbidium seedling. There are nine 
individual classes for seedlings and three 
champion prizes. Recognition of new 
hybrids, via the seedling classes, provides 
an important extra encouragement to both 
hybridizers and seedling growers. The 
seedling classes provide . growers and 
exhibitors with a preview of what may 
become the show bench winners and desir- 
able mericlones of the future. 
Consideration has been given to the ever 
increasing size range of large-flowered 
cymbidiums and provision has been made 
for classes to recognise the smaller flowers 
within that size category which may other- 
wise be disadvantaged alongside their big- 
ger brethren. This is the largest Show 
Schedule offered for a single genus any- 
where in the world. As well as the Show 
Schedule prize money, all display stands 
that meet the show committee’s require- 
ments will receive cash bonuses. 

One of the many highlights of this festi- 
val is the varied and imaginative displays 
set up by many of the exhibitors. 
Competition is keen in the display area 
with a number of innovative displays 
being produced each year. MORE display 
prizes have been allocated this year to 
encourage exhibitors in this area of the fes- 
tival. A number of changes to the display 
section of the Show Schedule have 
occurred, with the number of display 
prizes increasing by six in 2002. In 2001 
we saw 24 displays presented, ranging 
from 2m x 2m up to 5m x 3m with many 
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A view of the festival from the Ararat Town Hall balcony in 1999. 


of the exhibitors incorporating themes into 
their displays. The incorporation of 
themes into the displays provides an extra 
visual impact to the festival. While the 
cymbidiums are the stars of the show, the 
spectacle, and sheer hard work attached to 
the theme displays provide another aspect 
that is always appreciated by visitors. This 
hard work by these exhibitors has been 
recognised by the Cymbidium Orchid 
Society of Victoria and, by increasing the 
number of display prizes, we hope to 
attract and encourage more exhibitors to 
create their own display at Ararat. 

The festival is a joint venture between 


the Rural City of Ararat and the 
Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria. 
The Cymbidium orchid is at its most 
colourful in the spring months and the 
Ararat Town Hall will be transformed into 
a floral extravaganza on this weekend in 
September. The Town Hall, built in 1898, 
presents a venue with an environment and 
majesty worthy of cymbidiums. This is the 
place to be for all Cymbidium enthusiasts 
on the weekend of the 14th and 15th of 
September 2002! | 
David Allen 

18 Wootten Crescent 

Langwarrin, Victoria 3910 


The 2001 festival’s Grand Champion, Cym. Kimberley Meadows ‘Green Beret’ 
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Text by Rex Johnson - Photography by Rex Johnson & Brittany Williams 


Cym. Mount Cook ‘The Dove’. 


Cym. Stansbury ‘Perfection’ 


“The best fragrance of all...” 


So said Don Burke when describing 
the fragrance of Australia’s brown boronia. 
This same fragrance is available in one of our 
most popular Cymbidiums... 


Brunette ‘Chocolate Mint’ AD/AOC 
Hybidised by Simon Lenkic of Simon Lenkic 
Orchids, the exquisite fragrance of this exotic 
Cymbidium sinense hybrid has been in demand 
since it was awarded in 1981, 17 years ago. 
This popular and timeless appeal is evident in 
many of the selected Cymbidiums we choose 
to offer our customers. 


Phone or send for your Catalogue today. 
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Free catalogue available 


In our regular Cymbidium Catalogue you will 
find a large range of miniatures, intermediates 
and standards. Most are selected for eye 
appeal plus ease of growth and flowering. 


Ask for your free Catalogue today 
We are open from June to October inclusive. 
6 days a week, 10am to 5pm, closed Tuesdays. 

Other times by appointment. 


Peter Chiles Orchids 


5 Peacock Avenue GAWLER SA 5188 
Phone: (08) 85223883 
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o you remember that back in 1999 it 

was the Year Of The Older Person? 
Many of us can relate to that. One could be 
forgiven for thinking that it was also the 
year of the older Cymbidium too. 

Of the four spring shows held during the 
September and October period that year, 
16 or more years had elapsed since the 
champion cymbidiums at each of those 
shows were registered with the RHS. 
Which means, I suppose, that they were 
old enough (or nearly old enough) to vote! 

At the Launceston show, Cym. 
Bulbarrow ‘Friar Tuck’ (registered in 
1976) took the honours. In Devonport 
Cym. Stansbury ‘Perfection’ (registered in 
1984) was the winner. Hobart saw Cym. 
Mount Cook ‘The Dove’ (registered in 
1983) as the winner and, in Burnie, the 
successful clone was Cym. Jack Hudlow 
“Waikanae’ (registered in 1983 also). 

Is there a message there somewhere? 


Cym. Jack Hudlow ‘Waikanae’. 
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I observed in the October/November 
2001 issue of the Australian Orchid 
Review, a photograph of Terry Poulton 
with a bamboo stake for supporting his 
large spikes. Terry Poulton often brags 
about the size of his Cymdidium spikes, 
but we’ve never seen any of Terry’s spikes 
that would need such stakes as he was pic- 
tured with a couple of AOR issues ago. I 
don’t brag. I just show the evidence. Not 
only do my spikes not need much staking, 
they also need a step ladder to see the 
buds! I may, just, be able to manage to 
bring a spike to a meeting, but the whole 
plant definitely has to stay at home! 

Rex Johnson 
97 Underwood Rd 
Underwood, Tasmania 7268 


Rex Johnson assessing his “cymbidium”! 


[Editor’s Note: Dear Readers, While it’s 
June as you read this, we were laying out 
the issue at the beginning of April. Perhaps 
an appropriate time for this piece from 
Rex? It must be a strange world down 
there in the southern island!] 
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What a treat!!! 

Winning the SAGE Horticultural 
Cymbidium Seedling of the Year 
2001 is not really something you aim 
for. It’s a bit of a journey. Perhaps a 
lottery. 

A ‘good’ seedling that grows well, 
flowers at the right time for a show 
and also wins a seedling prize is fairly 
rare. It then “goes in the barrel’ with a 
lot of other ‘lucky’ contestants and, 
here we are, a winner. 

It’s always easy to be safe and don’t 
do anything different or grow any 
seedlings. There are plenty of good 
quality, reliable orchids about that 
will win Champion of the Show if 
grown well. Our orchids growing 
business is based on growing ‘same- 
ness’. We know how big, what colour, 
what time of year it flowers. There is 
little space for seedlings and the 
chance there may be the occasional 


Thanks Bob Campbell 


Text by Jan & Andy Leamon 
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‘good one’ is not sound economics. 
But we do have the occasional flutter. 

Many years ago I remember going 
to Bob Campbell to pick up some 
piece of green house equipment for 
my Dad. It was adapted from quite a 
few readily available commercial 
products. My youthful Civil 
Engineering eye was not entirely con- 
vinced that it was Wizz Bang enough. 
But it all fitted together and worked 
like a charm. 

Without innovators in the world we 
would never go anywhere. And, with- 
out people willing to support innova- 
tors (seedling growers) the sameness 
can be very boring. 

Thanks again Bob Campbell. 

Regards, Jan and Andy Leamon. 


J & A Leamon 
328 Pound Road 
Narre Warren, Victoria 3805 


FOXFIKE ORCHIDS 


‘White Condor’ is another 2001 first flowering seedling from 
our PR1188 cross. It is a large 

white of very heavy substance 

that flowered from a Sui) 4 


plant in a 140mm pot. 


Our current cata- 

logue features a ¥ 
diverse range of 
cymbidium and exhibi- 
tion cattleya seedlings 4 
in flask. Seedlings are | 
the gateway to the} 
future. . 


Send for your free copy. 


(Palace Promise x Winter Alvin) ‘White Condor’ 


P.O. Box 639, Gosford, N.S.W. 2250 
Phone/Fax: (02) 4374 1353 
Email: foxfireorchids @optusnet.com.au 
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Profiling Cymbidium Miretta 


Text and Photography by Bill Johnson 


Bo: I discuss Cym. Miretta, there was 
a discrepancy or two in the previous 
Cym. Stanley Fouraker Profile. As well as 
those mentioned in the Oct/Nov 2001 issue, 
the genetic chart was not included, and one 
of the illustrations, Cym. Via Costa was 
somehow substituted for a Cym. Mariner. 

Our apologies for that. 

The grex Cym. Miretta was created from 
crossing the clones Cym. Claudette with 
Cym. Mirabel. The grex was registered in 
1946 by McBean’s Orchids (UK) and since 
then more than 100 crosses by it have been 
registered. 

The grex obviously carries genes for the 
colours, green, yellow, pink and possibly 


\ white. 
sa _ Few of its ancestors have survived but the 
Cym. Miretta ‘Mem. AA McBean’ grex Cym. Mirabel is known to have pro- 
duced soft pinks. 


The better known variety, ‘Mem. AA 
McBean’, has a bright red band lip. 
However, a little known second clone, 
‘Glory’ has a spotted lip. The former has 
been used widely, but as far as I can trace, 
use of the latter was restricted to America. 
The original cross was diploid, however 
both these clones (at least) were later con- 
verted to tetraploid status. 

Both clones have produced progeny that 
have varied in quality from average to excel- 
lent. 

What many may not comprehend is the 
fact that an “average” quality clone can pro- 
duce excellent progeny. But then history has 
shown this is not a rare event and that should 
now be obvious to those who have been fol- 
lowing this series. 

The red banded lip of the clone ‘Mem. 
AA McBean’ (commonly known as 
“McBean’s”) does not carry through to 
many of its progeny - especially if the other 
parent lacks sufficient genes for this charac- 
teristic. To reproduce this lip style with 
‘McBean’s’, it is essential to use another 
parent that is dominant for passing on red 
banded lips. 

‘McBean’s’ has a tendency to reflex its 
petals. This was a major problem with the 
grex Cym. Valley Zenith (Miretta x Zumma 
Boyd), many of which reflex badly within a 
few days of opening. 

On the other hand, ‘Glory’ produces 
progeny that are more vigorous and produc- 
tive. When crossed with Cym. Rincon 
‘Clarissse’ 4n (q.v.), which is not renowned 
for flower production, the progeny carried 
20 plus flowers per raceme. Second genera- 
tion seedlings from ‘Glory’ have been flow- 
Cym. Green Glass ‘Glenwood’ ering in 100mm pots. 


The Australian Orchid Review, June/July 2002 


One characteristic of the Cym. Mirettas is 
that the flowers open from the top of the 
raceme first, not from the bottom. Because 
of this all the flowers virtually open simul- 
taneously instead of sequentially. For exhi- 
bition purposes, this is important because all 
flowers will be of similar age and colour. 

A characteristic that appeared in the Cym. 
Operetta grex (Miretta ‘Glory x Rincon 
‘Clarisse’) was flowers free from “hood- 
ing”. When Cym. Operettas are crossed with 
other clones that consistently produce 
“hooded” flowers, this fault is virtually 
eradicated. 

An unexpected feature of the Cym. 
Operetta grex was that some were scented 
and this is passing on to a percentage of the 
progeny. 

Cym. Miretta was also used to create the 
autumn flowering miniature grex, Cym. 
Peter Pan ‘Greensleeves’, whose progeny 
now dominate the late summer and autumn 
flowering season. 

If the progeny list (below) is reviewed, it 
will be noted that Cym. Miretta and its prog- 
eny have produced some of the most famous 
cymbidiums ever produced and I would 
expect that to continue. When two clones 
bred from Cym. Miretta were crossed, some 
excellent progeny were created. 

Generally the spike habit produced is 
good - provided the other parent’s spike is 
too. 

The flower size of the Cym. Mirettas does 
not compare with many of the modern 
clones but they do tend to produce progeny 
that are larger than themselves. 

There is ample evidence that Cym. 
Miretta and its progeny will feature in many 
more fine exhibition cymbidiums in the near 
and distant future. 

Those who have the wisdom to buy 
seedlings should look for seedlings that will 
correct any faults inherent in the Cym. 
Mirettas. 

Cym. Miretta’s more notable first gener- 
ation progeny include: 

Cym. Americana (x Fred Stewart) 

Cym. Green Glass (x Fanfare) 

Cym. Highland Mist (x Mary Ann) 

Cym. Jean Slattery (x San Miguel) 

Cym. Lagoon (x Balkis) 

Cym. Loch Lomond (x Sussex Dawn) 

Cym. Miretta Wonder (x Winter Wonder) 

Cym. Mount Cook (x Stanley Fouraker) 

Cym. Operetta (x Rincon) (ex-Miretta 
‘Glory’) 

Cym. Peter Pan (x Cym. ensifolium) 

Cym. Valley Zenith (x Zumma Boyd) 

Cym. York Meredith (x Sanrita) 

Cym. (Miretta x Ovation) 

Second generation progeny include: 

Cym. Arctic Circle (Operetta x Winter 
Wonder) 

Cym. Green Sensation (Valley Zenith x 
Lemon Butter) 
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Genetic chart for Cym. ‘MIRETTA’, produced by: Glenwood Orchids Pty. Ltd. 


FLAMINGO 


PETREL 


CONINGSBYANUM 


MIRANDA 


Cym. (Poetic Winter x Ovens Valley) 


Cym. Latrobe (Operetta x Nostradamus) 

Cym. Narracan (Dream Girl x Operetta) 

Cym. Ovens Valley (Green Glass x Valley 
Zenith) 

Cym. Puppy Love (York Meredith x 
Dorama) 

Cym. Summer Gold (Peter Pan x Tom 
Thumb) 

Cym. (Valley Zenith x Operetta) 

Third generation progeny include: 

Cym. (Summer Gold x Operetta) 

Cym. (Poetic Winter x Ovens Valley) 
Footnote: . 

The photographs illustrate the breeding 
sequence from Cym. Miretta to Cym. 
(Ovens Valley x Poetic Winter). Both Cym. 
Green Glass ‘Magnum’ and Cym. Valley 


ALEXANDERI 

MERLIN 

GARNET 
aan 


grandiflorum 


Tae 


ALEXANDERI 


LOWIO-GRANDIFLORUM 


Zenith ‘Green Orb’ have Cym. Miretta as a 
parent. Cym. Poetic Winter ‘Mt. Buffalo’ is 
a white with a red blushed lip. One would 
normally expect progeny with red labellums 
to predominate in each successive genera- 
tion in this sequence, especially in the Cym. 
Ovens Valley grex, but they were very 
sparse. Of all the Cym. Green Glass 
seedlings I flowered not one had a red 
banded lip which suggests that Cym. 
Fanfare ‘St. Francis’ did not provide a 
matching gene! The Cym. Valerie Brown 
grex contradicts this outcome. | 
Bill Johnson 
1265 Western Port Highway 
Langwarrin, Vic. 3910 

Email: glenorchids @ebbs.com.au 
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Text and photography by Rob Smith 


ty jcaphee 


ee Hoes asm 2 as is 
Trish Wickham almost hidden by Cym. Memoria Geoff Laird. 


BRYANTS ORCHIDS 


N 24831 010-407 


Where Parentage Is Important 


We will be at Royale’s 
Orchid Fair for one day 
only on Saturday 29th 
June. New release meri- 
clones will be available 
as well as a 10 inch pot of 
‘Dark Beauty’ with three 
spikes! Highest bidder 
can pick it up at 20m from 
the Fair. Please note that 
our Nursery will be closed 
on Saturday, 29th June. 


22-26 Cook Street, Kurnell NSW 2231 Australia 


Tathra ‘Dark Beauty’ 4N AD/AOC. 


Tel: (02) 9668 9374 Fax: (02) 9668 8119 


Email: bryantsorchids@aol.com Website: http://www.bryantsorchids.com.au 
Nursery Open Fridays 9-4, Saturday 9-12 Closed to visitors at other times 
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ave and Trish Wickham are well 

known among Cymbidium growers 
in Victoria, as they’ve been growing 
orchids for 30 years, and particularly for 
their practice of growing and exhibiting 
very large specimen-sized plants. 

Dave and Trish seem willing to take on 
any challenge when it comes to speci- 
mens, finding some way around the prob- 
lems of loading them into their van, trans- 
porting them and getting them into show 
and meeting venues. Famous (or infa- 
mous as the case may be) for their mon- 
strous plant of Cym. Morialta Falls 
‘Morialta Falls’ among others, which 
they have been known to transport to sev- 
eral shows in one season. And, as if load- 
ing it up wasn’t enough, the year 2000 
saw them bench perhaps their ultimate 
challenge at a monthly meeting of the 
Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria. 
The plant in question was Cym. Memoria 
Geoff Laird, a Cym. madidum hybrid, 
with semi-pendulous spikes to six feet 
long. 

The 2001 season saw it in flower again, 
a year older and larger, and with even 
more spikes. The plant is eight years old 
and has never been divided. Dave and 
Trish got the plant from Troweena 
Orchids in Tasmania. It now lives in a 16- 
inch tub and had 17 green bulbs on the 
plant when photographed. Unfortunately, 
the plant didn’t make the trip to the late 
season shows in 2001. It was prepared 
and ready to go when Dave had an acci- 
dent and cracked a couple of ribs. For the 
record, the plant carried 16 spikes with an 
average of 40 flowers per spike, with the 
whole plant measuring just over six feet 
across. The spikes were measured at five 
feet long. 

For anyone wondering, as I did, how it 
is possible to get a whopper like this into 
a normal one-tonne van, Dave and Trish 
say it involves coiling the inflorescences 
around. Dave and Trish loading it would 
be a sight worth seeing, not that I intend 
emulating them and growing and show- 
ing specimens to rival theirs. For my part, 
they can remain unchallenged as 
Victoria’s whopper specialists! 

Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 
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How and Where to Buy 
Cymbidiums 


WHAT AND WHERE TO BUY 
CYMBIDIUMS 

There are dozens of nurseries around 
Australia that specialise in the reproduction 
and/or sales of Cymbidium plants. Most of 
these nurseries offer a mail order service 
with a $10-$15 postage charge to be paid 
by the customer. These nurseries publish 
catalogues or listings of the plants they sell 
which will be sent to you upon request. 
Most nurseries advertise in the magazines 
The Australian Orchid Review and 
Orchids Australia. 


Buying cymbidiums in flask: 

Most orchid nurseries sell cymbidiums 
at all stages of their production/reproduc- 
tion. The first stage is the flask stage. A 
flask is a sealed and sterile glass or plastic 
laboratory container that is used to grow 
Cymbidium seeds or protocorms. These 
flasks contain about 25 very small plantlets 
and, when planted out, firstly into commu- 
nity pots and then later, into individual 
pots, would be expected to flower in about 
five years. A flask costs about $40. You 
must remember that if you buy a flask of 
mericlones you will eventually have 25 
matured plants of the same variety. What 
will you do with them? 


Buying Cymbidium plants: 

The second stage is the plant stage. 
These are plants that have been transferred 
from the flask to a community pot and, 
eventually, into an individual pot. These 
plants are sold as plants in either size A, 
size B and size C. A size A plant is small 
and has one strong single leaf growth about 
15cm long. It will take about four years for 
this size plant to flower. The cost of a size 
A plant is about $10-$12. A size B plant is 
a little bigger and more developed. It has 
two growths, one being well developed 
with a pseudo-bulb. The cost is about $18. 
Plants of this size should flower in about 
three years. A size C plant is a flowering or 
near-flowering plant. It will have three or 
more pseudo-bulbs with leaves and, if not 
yet flowering, it will.be within the year. 
The cost is about $25-$35. Some plants of 
this size are divisions or parts of larger 
plants. It doesn’t matter if a size C plant is 
a well developed new plant or a division of 
a matured plant, both will be ready to 
flower for you. 

If you are a new Cymbidium grower it 
may be better to consider leaving the buy- 
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Text by Dr John Snedden 


ing of flasks and the growing of plants from 
flasks to the more adventurous growers and 
stick to buying more developed plants. 
Also, the size of the plant you buy depends 
on how much money you want to spend 
and how long you want to wait to see a 
flower. It can be discouraging if you have 
only size A or size B plants in your collec- 
tion - you see nothing but green leaves for 
years. Nevertheless, it is good to have some 
of size A and B plants, but it is recom- 
mended that you also buy a selection of 
size C plants, for they will reward you with 
flowers almost immediately. There are 
many good nurseries that will send you a 
catalogue from which you can order plants. 
Many orchid nurseries publish their cata- 
logues, often with pictures, on the internet. 


SHOULD YOU BUY CYMBIDIUM 
SEEDLINGS OR MERICLONES 

If you receive Cymbidium catalogues 
from nurseries you will notice one very sig- 
nificant thing - many catalogues have very 
long listings of Cymbidium seedlings in 
flasks, although some seedlings will also 
be available as size A and size B plants. 
Now what is the difference between 
seedlings and mericlones? Well, a seedling 
does not mean a small plant. A seedling, 
regardless of size, is a plant raised from 
seed. A mericlone, regardless of size, is a 
plant cloned from plant tissue. 


Buying mericlones: 

A mericlone is a ‘copy’ of a known par- 
ent plant that has been raised from that 
plant’s tissue. So if you buy a mericlone 
you know exactly what you are buying. 
There are most probably photographs to 


show you what your plant will look like in 
flower. For example, if the Cymbidium 
Julie Hawkes ‘Parfait’? is reproduced 
through mericloning, the little plants of 
‘copies’ produced will be little Julie 
Hawkes ‘Parfait’ - they will be clones of 
Julie Hawkes ‘Parfait’ - they will be 
exactly the same as the parent plant. All 
mericloned cymbidiums have two names, 
for example, Julie Hawkes ‘Parfait’, 
Royale Fare ‘Krista’, Lake Macquarie 
‘Winsome’. Mericloned cymbidiums are 
sold at all stages of development - from 
flasks, size A plants, size B plants and size 
C plants. Remember that when you buy a 
mericlone you know exactly what you are 
buying will look like. 


Buying seedlings: 

A seedling is a plant that has been grown 
in the sterile flask from seed in a laboratory. 
A seedling is the product or ‘child’ of two 
known parents. Like mericlones, seedlings 
are sold in flasks and as size A, size B or 
size C plants. When you buy a mericlone 
you know the colours and characteristics of 
the plant you are buying. With seedlings 
it’s different. This is because seedlings are 
crosses between two cymbidiums of differ- 
ent colouring and characteristics. For 
example, one red parent and one yellow 
parent, or one green parent and one white 
parent. Now, this being the case, if one par- 
ent plant is red and the other parent plant is 
yellow, then what colour will the ‘children’ 
be? You might think that all the seeds from 
these two parents would produce little 
plants (progeny or ‘children’) that are red- 
dish-yellow. This is not necessarily the 
case, although each little plant may contain 


Qe 


DAVID 
KEANELLY 
ORCHIDS 


CYMBIDIUM 
g%@ ORCHIDS 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
the showbench or enthusiast 
Telephone or Write for Catalogue 


22 Emmett Street Golden Square 
Victoria 5555 Telephone (03) 5442 4806 
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Deflasking 
Cymbidiums 


by Rob Smith 


some red or yellow characteristics. The fact 
remains that each little plant will be differ- 
ent from the parents and will also be differ- 
ent from the other little seedling plants that 
have been raised from the same seed pod. 
As noted previously, the reason for this 
unpredictability is because Cymbidium 
plants are composed of cells which contain 
chromosomes. A Cymbidium seedling con- 
tains half its chromosomes from one parent 
and the other half from the other parent. 
The chromosomes contain genes which 
control all the plant’s characteristics such 
as size, colouring, etcetera. It is impossible 
to predict what the outcome of any cross 
will be because it cannot be foretold what 
characteristics will predominate in each 
plantlet. 

Therefore, when you buy a flask of 
seedlings, or a seedling plant of any size, 
you do not know what you can expect when 
the plant flowers. Your plant might give you 
really nice flowers, or it could give you a 
flower with murky colour that is not very 
attractive. Thus, buying a seedling is risky 
and could be disappointing. However, you 
do have to remember that when buying 
seedlings you could be buying a potential 
show champion, or even a national cham- 
pion - one that nets financial advantages 
and lots of ribbons, certificates and silver 
cups. 

Nursery people will suggest the colours 
you might expect from seedlings they offer 
for sale. For example, to quote from some 
catalogues, “... expect yellow and green 
standards ...”, “... expect mid to strong pinks 

er .. expect strong pinks to TedS Pier 
should get bright reds .. "expect bold 
yellows and some oranges .. a 

The name given to seedlings will be the 
name of the two parents. For example, 
(Mini Dream ‘Pure Gold’ x Sarah Jean 
‘Edna Langdale’) or (Pharoah’s Gold 
‘John’s Delight’ x Dolly ‘Featherhill’). The 
*x’ means crossed together with, or bred 
together with. A new specific name is 
given to a new hybrid Cymbidium seedling 
when it is accepted by and, therefore, reg- 
istered with the world Orchid Register 
which is managed by the Royal 
Horticultural Society in London, England. 

If you buy Cymbidium plants through 
the mail, as many Tasmanians do, they will 
be sent to you ‘bare rooted’. ‘Bare rooted’ 
means that the plants will be taken out of 
the potting mix and sent to you with the 
roots exposed. This does not adversely 
affect the plant but, obviously, you will 
need a supply of potting mix on hand to re- 
pot the plants when you receive them. Ml 

Dr John Snedden 
Launceston Orchid Society 

I Diprose Street 

Kings Meadows, Launceston, 
Tasmania 7250 
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can well remember the first cymbidiums 

we bought in flask and just what hap- 
pened to them. We (or more correctly, I) 
killed them in a matter of weeks. Looking 
back on our first efforts, in reality we 
molly-coddled them to death. Not know- 
ing anyone in our area at the time who 
bought many seedlings, let alone flasks, 
we read everything we could about the 
process from as many sources as possible. 
we made up little wire-frame and freezer- 
bag tents and we also made up a special 
mix of sieved fine bark and water retentive 
additives to make life easy on their deli- 
cate flask roots. The little plants were care- 
fully removed from their flask, all traces of 
agar were meticulously washed off in 
lukewarm water suitable for a newborn 
baby’s bath, then carefully dried on paper 
towel before being exactingly placed and 
evenly spaced in the pot and bedded in 
with nice fresh mix. 

From that point, a new and clearly writ- 
ten label was put into the pot and the spe- 
cial tent cover was arranged over them 
before being moved to the glass house in a 
nice shady spot in a not too hot or cold 
area. Such a lot of trouble and messing 
about and the whole process probably took 
over an hour for one flask! Of course, I 
then proceeded to kill the little blighters 
with kindness. Misting them, letting them 
breathe, then covering them back up at 
night. Everything we’d read about in 
countless articles was done to those poor 
little plants, so the end result was probably 


Newly deflasked Cymbidium seedlings. 


inevitable. Over the next few years the 
process was simplified with each new 
batch of flasks we bought, until we arrived 
at our present system. Along the way we 
managed not to lose another flask and now 
we very rarely lose a plant out of each 
batch either. 

I’m not claiming our method to be the 
best “sure-fire-beats-all” method of 
deflasking cymbidiums. Obviously lots of 
growers have great success with other 
methods and I don’t recommend our 
method for any other genera, but, it is a 
simple no-fuss way and may be worth try- 
ing if you’ve always been intimidated by 
the thought of deflasking your own 
orchids, or have had little success with 
other methods. 

The process we use is as follows and 
requires the following items: A bowl of 
not too cold water; some newspaper and 
paper towels; some of your mix (if you use 
only bark then some fine bark added 
would probably help); some pots and 
labels. 

Spread the newspaper on your work sur- 
face so you’ve got somewhere to work 
that’s free of possible orchid infections, 
then arrange your bowl of water (a few 
inches is enough), your mix, pots, etc, so 
you can work easily. We usually fill the pot 
(or pots) with mix just prior to this proce- 
dure so they’re ready to go. The mix is left 
about 4cm below the top of the rim and 
firmed down. 

We take a flask and, before removing 
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Compot at twelve months ready for potting on. 


the lid, turn it upside down in one hand and 
give the bottom a sharp tap to dislodge the 
agar with the other. Turn it back upright, 
remove the lid and taking the leaves in 
your hand, lift the whole lot out of the 
flask. Now, swish the whole lot around in 
the water, still holding the leaves. The idea 
is to wash off the agar without breaking up 
the bunch of plants. If necessary, poke 
about a bit between the roots to get rid of 
as much agar as possible, then sit the 
whole lot on your paper towel to drain and 
get your pot and mix ready. Place the 
group of plants on the mix in the centre of 
the pot, sift on further mix and work it in 
and around the plantlets, shaking it down 
as you go so that they are well bedded in. 
The usual question we get asked at this 
stage is something like, “Don’t the roots 
grow all tangled together and how do you 
separate the plants later?” Yes, the roots 
are a bit of a tangle, but it’s not as bad as 
you’d think as they grow down through the 
mix and not round and round each other. 
As long as they’re repotted when they 
should be it’s not much of a problem. 
Anyway, once the plants are bedded in it 
only remains to stick their label in the pot 
and they’re ready for a shady spot in the 
orchid house. We usually keep all of our 
compots together, rim to rim, surrounded 
by bigger plants (but not completely 
shaded) amongst bulbed up two-bulb 
seedlings in individual pots seems to give 
them enough broken shade. 

We believe that keeping the little plants 
in such a close bunch helps them in that 
they protect each other to some extent and, 
having all their roots together prevents the 
mix around them from staying too wet and 
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possibly causing root loss from various 
rots. The method seems to work for us both 
under shade house conditions in South 
Australia and, now, under hard roof condi- 
tions here in Victoria. we definitely don’t 
molly-coddle them anymore and they 
seem to grow better for the lack of it. 

Just a few words of caution. We do pay 
close attention to their progress in the early 
weeks after deflasking, especially with 
regard to extreme and unseasonal weather 
conditions, particularly unexpectedly hot 
days. As with many seedlings, whether 
they be cymbidiums or tomatoes, small 
plants can desiccate quickly, so don’t be 
afraid to give them frequent waterings if 
the weather gets a bit warmer than 
expected. 

With a little common sense and a mini- 


mum of fuss, the process of growing cym- 
bidiums from flask is quite easy and 
achievable without access to sophisticated 
growing conditions, or temperature-con- 
trolled glass houses, etc. If you haven’t 
tried deflasking before, consider giving it 
a go. If you don’t want a lot of one cross- 
ing, consider sharing the flask with others. 
You can always divide them up once the 
plants are big enough to go into individual 
pots. 

You never know, once you’ ve success- 
fully grown on seedlings from flask, you 
might consider trying your own crossings 
... but that’s another story. 

Good growing. | 

Rob Smith 24 
William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 
New South Wales 
6-9 June Shopping Centre Winter Eastern Suburbs Maroubra Mall 
Hours Anzac Parade, Maroubra Junction 
6 June 10.am-5.00pm Winter Nambucca Valley Literary Institute Hall 
7 June 9.00am-5.00pm Bowra Street 
8 June 9.00am-4.00pm Uranga 
8-9 June 9.00am-4.30pm Winter Great Lakes Forster Primary School 
Head Street, Forster 
13-15 June Shopping Centre Winter Hawkesbury District Westpoint 
Hours Patrick Street, Blacktown 
17-23 June Shopping Centre Winter New South Wales St. lves Shopping Village 
Hours 166 Mona Vale Road 
St. Ives 
20-21 June 8.30am-7.00pm Autumn Maitland & Coalfields Market Place 
22 June 8.30am-1.00pm District Raymond Terrace 
24-29 June Shopping Centre Winter Leisure Coast Westfield Shoppingtown 
Hours Figtree 
27-29 June 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Sutherland Shire Swanes Nursery 
30 June 9.00am-3.30pm 80 Port Hacking Road 
Sylvania 
2 July 7.30pm-10.00pm Winter Panania East Hills Panania East Hills RSL Club 
Marco Avenue, East Hills 
3-6 July Shopping Centre Winter Cumberland Orchid Westfield Shoppingtown 
Hours Circle North Rocks Road, North Rocks 
4-6 July Shopping Centre Winter Blue Mountains & Penrith Plaza 
Hours to 4.00pm Penrith Districts 585 High Street 
Saturday Penrith 
6 July 12 noon-4.00pm Winter Shoalhaven Masonic Hall, Berry Showground 
7 July 9.00am-4.00pm Cnr. Victoria & Albany Streets, Berry 
6 July 9.00am-2.00pm Winter Southern Riviera Anglican Hall 
Cnr. Church Street & Princes Highway, Milton 
11-13 July | Shopping Centre Winter Eastwood & District Eastwood Shopping Centre 
Hours Orchid Circle Rowe Street, Eastwood 
11-13 July Shopping Centre Winter North Shore The Gordon Centre 
Hours 802-808 Pacific Highway, Gordon 
17-20 July Shopping Centre Winter South Coast Corrimal Park Plaza 
Hours Corrimal 
18-21 July 9.00am-10.00pm Winter Newcastle Club Nova 
Cardiff 
24-27 July | Shopping Centre Winter Berowra & District Cherrybrook Shopping Centre 
Hours Shepherds Drive, Cherrybrook 
24-27 July Shopping Centre Winter Fairfield Fairfield Forum Shopping Centre 
Hours Fairfield 
26 July 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Eurobodalla CWA Hall 
27 July 9.00am-2.30pm Orchid Club Queen Street, Moruya 
25-26 July  8.30am-7.00pm Winter Maitland & Coalfields Cessnock Plaza 
27 July 8.30am-1.00pm District Cessnock 
27 July 10.00am-3.00pm Winter Illawarra District Legacy House 
28 July 9.00am-3.00pm 96 Market Street, Wollongong 
12-17 August Shopping Centre Winter Leisure Coast Westfield Shoppingtown 
Hours Warrawong 
16-17 August 9.00am-4.00pm Winter North Shore St. lves Showground 
18 August 9.00am-3.00pm (St. Ives Mona Vale Road 
Orchid Fair) St. Ives 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 
16-17 August 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Sapphire coast Twyford Hall 
18 August 9.00am-1.00pm Orchid Club Merimbula 
17 August 10.00am-4.30pm Winter Bellinger Valley Uniting Church Hall, Bellingen 
Queensland 
21 June 8.30am-5.30pm Winter Mackay & District The Dome 
22 June 8.30am-2.00pm — Centrepoint 
23 June 8.30am-1.00pm Mackay 
21-23 June 9.00am-4.00pm Winter North Moreton Botanic Gardens Auditorium 
Qld. Orchid Council Mt. Coot-tha 
29-30 June 8.30am-4.30pm Winter Hervey Bay Urangan State High School 
8.30am-3.00pm Robert Street, Urangan 
8 July 8.00am-11.00pm Winter The Atherton Merrilands Hall 
9 July 8.00am-4.00pm Tablelands Atherton Show, Atherton 
11-12 July Showtimes Winter Innisfail Agricultural Show, Innisfail 
12 July 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Caboolture Shire Memorial Hall 
13 July 9.00am-3.00pm King Street, Caboolture 
20-21 July 9.00am-4.00pm Winter John Oxley Botanic Gardens Auditorium 
District Mt. Coot-tha 
21-22 July 8.00am-10.00pm Winter Douglas Mossman Agricultural Show 
Mossman 
26-27 July Show times Winter Tully & District Tully Agricultural Show 
Tully Showgrounds, Tully 
27 July 8.00am-5.00pm Winter Gladstone Orchid Woodworkers Market 
28 July 8.00am-3.00pm & Foliage Historical Village 
2-3 August 8.30am-5.00pm Winter Darling Downs Orchid Walsh’s Seeds & Garden Centre 
4 August 8.30am-3.00pm (Combined Assoc./Toowoomba 881 Ruthven Street 
Societies of | Orchid Society Toowoomba 
Toowoomba 
8-10 August 8.30am-5.00pm Winter Maroochydore Salvation Army Hall 
Maroochydore Road, Maroochydore 
Victoria 
8 June 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Melbourne Eastern Burwood Uniting Church Hall 
9 June 11.30am-5.00pm Cnr. Burwood Highway & 
10 June 9.00am -4.30pm Blackburn Road, Burwood 
29 June 10.00am-4.30pm Winter North East Bulleen Heights School 
30 June 10.00am-4.00pm Melbourne Pleasant Road, Bulleen 
6-7 July 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Maribyrnong Maribyrnong Community Centre 
Randall Street, Maribyrnong 
6 July 12 noon-5.00pm Winter West Vic. Challenge Warrnambool College Hall 
7 July 9.00am-3.00pm Grafton Road, Warrnambool 
13-14 July 9.30am-4.30pm Winter The Victorian Orchid Red Cross Centre 
Club Austin & Repat Hospital 
Gate 8, Waterdale Road, Heidelberg 
14 July 9.00am-4.30pm Winter Maroondah Blackburn High School 
Williams Road, Blackburn 
18-20 July Shopping Centre Winter Melbourne Western Werribee Plaza 
Hours Cnr. Derrimal & Heaths Roads, Werribee 
19 July 9.00am-9.00pm Winter Sunraysia Orchid Centre Plaza Concorse 
20 July 9.00am-5.30pm Club Cnr. Deakin Avenue & 15th Street, 
21 July 10.00am-4.00pm Mildura : 
20 July 11.00am-5.00pm Winter Yarra Valley B&T Ferns & Orchids 
21 July 9.00am-4.00pm 30 Wiseman Road, Silvan South 
27-28 July 9.30am-4.30pm Winter Warrigal St. Sara Community Hall 


212 Diamond Creek Road 
Greensborough 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 
3-4 August 10.00am-6.30pm Winter Geelong Orchid & Christchurch Hall 
Indoor Plant Club Cnr. McKillop & Moorababool Streets 
Geelong 
4-10 August Shopping Centre Winter Mornington Peninsular Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre 
Hours Cranbourne 
16-18 August 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Orchid Societies Collectors’ Corner/Gardenworld 
Council of Victoria Springvale Road, Keysborough 
South Australia 
1-6 July Shopping Centre Winter Gawler Districts Hollywood Plaza Shopping 
Hours Orchid Club Centre 
5 July 12 noon-5.00pm Winter Murray Bridge Town Hall 
6-7 July 10.00am-4.00pm & Districts Club Bridge Street, Murray Bridge 
13-14 July 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Port Lincoln Kallinyalla Nursery 
Orchid Club Shaen Street, Port Lincoln 
15-20 July Shopping centre Winter Orchid Club Golden Grove Village Centre 
Hours of SA 
19 July 9.00am-5.30pm Winter Pt. Augusta Orchid Gateway Shopping Centre 
20 July 9.00am-1.30pm Club Jervois Street, Port Augusta 
29 July- Shopping Centre Winter The South Australian Castle Plaza Shopping Centre 
3 August Hours Orchidaceous South Road, Edwardstown 
29 July- Shopping Centre Winter Northern & Eastern Northpark Shopping Centre 
3 August Hours Districts Main North Road, Prospect 
12-17 August Shopping Centre Winter Northern & Eastern Modbury Triangle 
Hours Districts Shopping Centre 
North East Road, Modbury 
Western Australia 
19-22 June Shopping Centre Winter Orchid Society of Dog Swamp Shopping Centre 
Hours Western Australia 6 Wanneroo Road, Yokine 
20-22 June Shopping Centre Winter Wanneroo Northlands Shopping Centre 
Hours Balcatta 
4-6 July Shopping Centre Winter Wanneroo Lakeside Shopping Centre 
Hours Joondalup 
18 July 8.30am-9.00pm Winter Albany North Road Shopping Centre 
19 July 8.30am-5.30pm North Road 
20 July 8.30am-1.00pm Albany 
20 July 12 noon-5.00pm Winter Mandurah & West Murray Community Hall 
21 July 8.00am-4.00pm Districts Orchid Club 
25-27 July Shopping Centre Winter Bunbury Bunbury Forum Shopping Centre 
Hours Sandridge Road, Bunbury 
25-27 July Shopping Centre Winter Peel Region Warnbro Fair Shopping Centre 
Hours Warnbro 
4 August 9.00am-3.00pm Winter Wanneroo New Civic Centre 
(Inter Society Challenge) | Wanneroo 
Northern Territory 
15-16 June 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Litchfield Marrara Indoor Stadium 
(Orchid Orchid Club 
Spectacular) 
15-16 June 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Northern Marrara Indoor Stadium 
(Orchid Territory 
Spectacular) 
New Zealand 
13 July 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Hawke’s Bay Clive Hall 
Main Road 
Clive, Hawke’s Bay 
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BUYER’S GUIDE 


Buy, sell or swap. Five lines (approximately 
thirty words) for only $20, each additional 


line (approximately six words) $3 (plus 
GST). 


AUSSIE BARK & PEAT can now be 
obtained on the South Coast. Grades 
vary from seedling to coarse. Contact: 
Derrick Taylor, 14 Marlo Street, Towradgi 
NSW 2518. Phone (02) 4284 3641. Give it 


a go mate! 


ORCHID & HORTICULTURAL 
COURSES, DISTANCE EDUCATION 
— Internationally Accredited Short 
Courses, Certificates, Diplomas. Over 
300 courses including Cut Flower 
Orchids, Hydroponics, Tissue Culture, 
Nursery, Plant Varieties, Landscaping etc. 
FREE handbook: Phone 0755 304 855 or 
03 9736 1882. Website: www.acs.edu.au 


or PO Box 2092, Nerang MC, Qld 4211. 
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@ Coelogyne 


@ Cymbidiums Australia 
@ Dendrobium 


@ Odontoglossum 
@ Orchid Conservation 
@ Phragmipedium 
@ Pleurothallis 
@ “Soft-cane” Dendrobiums 
@ Thunia 


Plus a whole lot more in the 
Australian Orchid Review 
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ROYALE 


ORCHIDS 


e ‘ The | 7 ih Annual Orchid Fair 
‘Orchids under the big top’ 


Held at Royale Orchids,- this year presented to you in our 


24x 18 metre marquee, big, bertha’ 


All vendors and the show will be undercover. 


This show will be hosted by the Gosford Orchid Society and will be comprised of five catgegories - 
australian natives, cattleya alliance, cymbidium, species and any other genera. A $5.00 entry fee 
will apply in each section with a winner takes all in each section. To be judged by the OSNSW 
judging panel. 


Vendors ... all of your old favourites plus some exciting new additions. 


Tinonee Orchids - Robertson Orchids (Qld) - Mt Beenak Orchids (Vic) - 
Wirra Willa Orchids - Battack Orchids - Bryants Orchids 

- Camira Orchids - Johnsons Orchids (SA) - Castle Creek Orchids (Vic) 
- Miriam Ann Orchids - Dendi Orchids - Ulladulla Orchids 


- The Orchid Oasis - Foxfire Orchids - The Orchid Pot Company 
- Aranbeem Orchids - Van Schaik’s Bio Gro - Orchidaceous Books (Qld) 
and our favourite winemaker Kevin Sobels. 


As usual we have lots of new release species and hybrids. 

Enjoy the peaceful surrounds and picnic atmosphere of the first and finest of 
the Orchid Fairs. Home style cooking, Devonshire Teas - refreshments - free 
entry - tree parking. 

Held at Royale Orchids on Friday, 28th June 

through till Sunday, 50th June | 


1360 Brieses Road, Peats Ridge 
Phone (02) 43575 1199 Fax (02) 4575 1205 


Email: royaleorchids@bigpond.com 
Website: www.royaleorchids.com 


AOR 132 


Come early - 


Stay for Lunch and longer 
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